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A  PROTEST  AND  PETITION 


ADDRESSED  TO  THE 


Congress  I  United  States 


BY  THE  PRESENT  AND  FORMER 


ASSAYEUS  OF  NEVADA, 

AGAINST 

UNLAWFUL   PRACTICES 


AT  THE 


CAESON  CITY  BRANCH  MINT, 


AND  PRAYING  FOR 


REMEDIAL    LEGISLATION. 

^  (    r.  IB  R  A  fi  X 

CALIFORNIA. 
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Appendix  Part  I. — To  Hon.  Secretary  of  Treasury* 
Appendix  Part  II.— To  H.  K.  Linderman,  Esq* 


"  WJiose  image  and  superscription  is  this?'*    ** In  God  tve  trust.* 


[Tile  following  Scriptural  quotation  is  no  part  of  tliis  Protest  and 
Petition,  and  should  not  be  considered  as  such.  It  is  introduced  in 
connection,  simply  to  give  true  background  and  a  proper  atmosphere 
to  the  picture  we  present  to  Congress,  because  of  certain  analogies 
between  scenes  past  and  measures  now  enacting. — Ed.  ] 

Tell  us,  therefore,  "  Is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Caesar,  or  not?" 

But  perceiving  their  wickedness,  He  said,  "Why  tempt  ye  me,  ye 
hypocrites?     Show  me  a  penny." 

And  they  brought  unto  Him  a  penny. 

And  He  saith  unto  them,  "Whose  is  this  image  and  superscription?" 

They  say  unto  Him,  "  Caesar's." 

Then  saith  He  unto  them,  "Bender,  therefore,  unto  Caesar,  the 
things  which  are  Caesar's;  and  unto  God  the  things  which  are  God's." 

"  Therefore,  all  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto 
you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets." 


buary\ 

UNIVER8ITY  OF  |l 

CALIFORNIA,   I 

YERY  RESPECTFUL  PROTEST 

URGENT  PETITION 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Your  petitioners,  now  or  late  Assayers  of  Bullion  and  Ores 
in  Nevada,  respectfully  ask  at  your  hands  such  changes  in  the 
pending  new  Mint  or  Coinage  bill,  as  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  passage  of  the  hereto  appended  proposed 

ACT 

To  confine  the  U.  S.  Mints  and  Assay  OflBces  to  their  con- 
stitutional functions,  for  the  valuation,  purchase,  refining  and 
general  preparation  of  suitable  metals  for  coinage,  for  coining 
the  same  into  money,  and  for  guarding  against  counterfeiting 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

[The  provisions  of  this  proposed  Act  are  set  forth  in  the  form 
of  a  Bill,  as  a  Supplement  to  this  Petition.] 

The  occasion  of  our  thus  petitioning  your  honorable  body 
to  modify  the  pending  Mint  Law  as  above,  is  the  fact,  that  with- 
out authority  in  law,  the  Carson  Mint  habitually  assays  ores 
for  the  public  ;  also  manufactures,  assays  and  issues  mere  mer- 
cantile silver  bars  at  rates^^so  low,  that  it  is  only  by  ignoring 
their  necessary  actual  costs  to  the  Government,  or  else  by  con- 
struing a  portion  of  them  into  coinage  outlays,  that  the  charges 
for  the  work  performed  can  be  made  to  appear  to  cover  its 
expenses.  The  result  of  making  ore-assays  for  the  public, 
together  with  the  issuance  of  bars  at  these  low  rates,  to  a  por- 
tion of  our  number,  has  been  utter  destruction  in  business,  while 


their  large  investments  in  specially  adapted  buildings,  furnaces, 
machinery,  implements  and  tools  have  been  rendered  almost 
valueless.  And  those  of  our  number  who  have  not  yet  been 
driven  out  of  business,  have  been  compelled  by  intensified  com- 
petition to  reduce  charges  so  largely,  that  nothing  but  a  very 
large  amount  of  work,  or  else  an  unsystematic  method  of  doing 
their  work,  can  ever  again  afford  them  those  honorable  profits 
which  their  investments,  qualifications,  character  and  responsi- 
bilities should  secure  them.  They  still  remain  in  business, 
largely,  because  they  rebel  at  being  wrongfully  driven  from  a 
lifelong  pursuit,  while  there  is  so  much  good  reason  to  hope  for 
that  justice  which  now  we  respectfully  solicit  at  y^mr  hands. 

And  it  is  pertinent  to  state,  that  before  appealing  to  your 
honorable  body  for  this  true  remedy,  we  solicited  of  the  TreaS' 
ury  Department  the  more  obvious  relief  which  would  be  gained 
by  a  simple  increase  of  Mint  charges  to  a  point  which  would 
cover  the  actual  costs  to  the  Government,  rightfully  computed. 
Our  request  did  secure  the  establishment  of  a  new  tariff  of 
charges,  plainly  designed  to  afford  us  the  just  protection  we 
solicited.  But  as  that  tariff,  if  applied  as  solicited  and  intended 
to  be,  would  not  have  secured  to  the  Carson  Mint  an  almost 
exclusive  monopoly  of  bullion-assaying  in  its  and  our  vicinity, 
although  it  would  have  secured  it  a  fair  share  in  competition, 
the  Mint  Officers  so  construed  and  applied  the  new  tariff  that  it 
effected  almost  no  change  in  their  first  established  rates. 

This  course  has  gorged  the  Mint  with  this  class  of  work,  and 
has  proven  our  practical  destruction.  Short  of  a  costly  and 
tardy  resort  to  the  courts  of  law,  our  only  remaining  remedy- 
therefore  is,  to  solicit  such  legislation  at  your  hands  as  both  the 
spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  national  Constitution  respecting  the 
coinage  warrants  us  as  citizens  in  claiming. 

Although  there  is  no  existing  authority  in  law  for  the  Mini 
manufacture  of  such  bars,  (see  Part  1  of  Appendix)  and,  there- 
fore, they  could  not  lawfully  be  manufactured  and  issued,  even 
if  they  were  a  source  of  immense  profit  to  the  Government,, 
(although  mere  samples  from  them  can  now  lawfully  be  assayed  at 
the  Mint,)  we  are  informed  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
a  bill  passed  the  House,  into  which  authoritj''  for  such  work  has 
been  introduced;  whose  provisions  also  may  countenance  the 
low  rates  which  haye  ruined  us,  or  shorn  u^  of  living  profits- 


It  is  House  Bill  2934,  pending  in  the  Senate.  In  effect,  it  is  a 
codification  of  mint  and  coinage  laws,  but,  nevertheless,  con- 
tains new  features. 

Though  codification  is  needful,  yet,  in  the  establishment  of  a 
code  designed  to  endure  unchanged  for  years,  and  especially  one 
governing  so  important  a  matter  as  the  ultimate  basis  of  the 
money  system  for  a  great  gold-producing,  commercial,  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  nation,  but  whose  people,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  freedom  are  litigiously  inclined,  not  only  should 
it  be  harmonic  in  its  tendencies,  but  it  is  to  the  last  degree  im- 
portant that  Congress  should  scrutinize  its  provisions  with  a 
critical  eye,  in  order  to  see  that  all  its  features  are  incontestibly 
constitutional.  Besides,  it  is  equally  important  to  know  that  in 
its  provisions  it  is  as  wisely  specific  in  prohibitions  as  in  pre- 
scriptions ;  and  no  less  so  is  it,  to  be  sure  that  without  being 
subsidal  in  character,  its  policy  is  as  impartially  benignant  to 
the  metallurgic  as  to  the  mining  industry  of  the  precious  metals; 
and  that  in  the  aim  to  foster  either  of  those  important  indus- 
tries, there  is  due  regard  for  the  general  interests  of  the  people 
at  large,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  its  policy  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury is  scrupulously  just. 

In  all  these  respects,  the  bill,  as  recommended  by  Deputy 
Comptroller  Knox,  no  matter  how  well  intended,  or  how  much 
laborious  pains  were  taken  in  its  preparation,  is  sadly  and  sin- 
gularly lacking;  and  if  it  was  not  materially  changed  during  its 
passage  through  the  House,  it  needs  to  be  now,  and  that  too 
only  after  full  examination,  criticism,  discussion  and  review. 
For  a  full  demonstration  of  its  faultiness  in  polic}',  we  refer  you 
to  the  second  part  of  our  Appendix,  addressed  to  Hon.  H.  R.  Lin- 
derman,  a  former  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  a  Special  Agent  of 
the  Treasury  Department. 

Our  plain  pressing  duty  is  to  rouse  and  warn  Legislators 
whose  necessary  engrossment  in  other  matters  may  have  caused 
this  to  seem  a  mere  unimportant  matter  of  traditional  Mint 
technicalities.  To  compass  this  end,  we  simply  here  affirm, 
and  in  the  appendices  to  our  Petition  we  will  establish, 

That  the  Bill  in  its  original  form,  is  not  in  harmony  either 
with  our  genius  as  a  people,  with  our  great  interests,  or  with 
correct  views  of  the  nature  and  designs  of  coinage. 

That  it  contains  provisions  which  are  clearly  unconstitutional 


and  must  be  set  aside  by  the  United  States  Courts  in   a  proper 
suit: 

That  it  lacks  prohibitions  which  it  should  contain,  and  or- 
dains measures  which  are  utterly  indefensible. 

That  to  one  great  metallurgic  industry  of  the  precious  metals 
(Refining,)  its  bare  countenance  is  meager  and  uncertain,  and 
to  another  such  industry  (Assaying)  whicii  it  is  of  even  greater 
practical  value  and  importance  to  be  fostered  and  regulated  in 
private  hands,  its  policy  is  absolutely  persecutions  destructive 
and  crucificial,  v^hile  toward  the  cruder  industry  of  Mining  for 
the  precious  metals  (mining  too  without  tax  or  toll  in  vast  de- 
posits of  wealth  which  are  the  common  property  of  the  Nation) 
this  bill  by  its  unduly  low  charges  extends  a  practical  subsidy. 

That  to  be  consistent  with  itself  in  policy,  the  magnitude  of 
its  subsidy  to  any  particular  mine,  is  precisely  in  proportion  to 
its  lack  of  need  for  any  aid;  while  to  mines  most  in  need,  and 
which  have  been  worked  for  years  at  prodigious  cost  without 
the  discovery  of  a  single  pound  of  ore,  it  affords  not  a  shadow 
of  aid  or  relief. 

That  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  the  extent  that  it  is  subsidal  in 
nature  without  an  impartial  and  justifying  general  utility,  to  that 
very  extent  it  is  and  must  be  to  the  people  at  large,  no  less 
than  to  the  public  treasury  of  the  Nation  both  burdensome  and 
unjust. 

Surely  we  may  claim  that  such  an  indictment  of  such  a 
measure,  and  thrust  upon  your  attention  as  it  now  is,  by  busi- 
ness men  and  American  citizens  compelled  to  do  so  in  defense 
of  their  avocation,  their  workshops  and  their  homes,  demands 
your  immediate  and  most  radical  examination. 

The  Carson  Mint  officers  doubtless  have  fully  persuaded 
themselves  that  their  aim  in  construing  ruinous  rates  of  charge 
was  to  make  the  Mint  as  useful  as  possible  in  developing  the 
silver  mining  industry  of  "Western  Nevada;  yet  the  chief  effect 
of  so  doing  has  been  vastly  to  enhance  their  own  personal  in- 
terests; and  their  Congressional  use  of  their  seeming  useful- 
ness has  been  deceptive.  These  facts  together  with  their 
blindness  to  important  points  which  all  else  in  this  community 
plainly  see,  constitute  to  more  disinterested  parties  than  our- 
selves, strong  proof  that  they  were  self-deceived;  and  that  their 
real  chief  motive,  even  if  unconsciously  so,  was  to  create  before 


Congress  a  factitious  appearance  of  importance  or  need  for  the 
Mint  at  Carson,  at  a  time  when  its  legitimate  business  as  a 
coining  institution  was  so  small,  that  Congress  could  not  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected  to  appropriate  half  as  many  dollars 
for  expenses  as  the  institution  itself  had  coined  or  seemed 
likely  to. 

Though  we  firmly  believe  there  now  is  true  ground  for  con- 
tinuing the  Carson  Mint  in  operation  as  a  coining  institution,  in 
our  view  nothing  could  be  more  false  in  spirit,  than,  after 
bankrupting  a  whole  legitimate  industry  in  order  to  obtain  a 
large  amount  of  work  unlawful  for  the  Mint  to  do,  and,  after  doing 
it  at  a  loss,  while  pointing  to  their  high-handed  deed,  to  plead 
to  Congress  its  very  magnitude  as  a  reason  for  granting  a  large 
appropriation  to  pay  the  swollen  costs  of  a  totally  different  kind 
of  business,  viz:  the  coinage  of  a  very  small  amount  of  money. 
Yet  this  is  precisely  what  has  been  done  and  still  is  meant  to 
be  done  (see  report  of  Director  of  Mint,)  and  against  it,  while 
we  enter  our  wronged  and  injured  protest,  we  ask  you  to  make 
such  a  patient,  radical,  legal  investigation  into  the  true  Consti- 
tutional status  of  the  Mint  and  its  dependencies  as  we  are 
convinced  must  result  in  your  interposing  the  authority  of  defi- 
nite and  self-consistent  law,  not  alone  in  our  behalf,  but  for 
high  justice,  for  the  general  good,  and  for  the  sake  of  that  great 
bulwark  of  right,  that  was  built  to  conserve  and  equally  defend 
all  in  their  legitimate  pursuits  of  happiness  and  a  livelihood, 
the  Constitution  itself. 

Obliged  though  we  are  to  criticise  the  course  and  censure  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Carson  Mint,  yet  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  bear  them  no  malice;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  more  than  ready  to  excuse  what  wo  cannot  justify. 
But  the  only  excuse  of  which  we  can  conceive,  is  the  fact  that 
when  they  first  began  this  ruinous  business,  it  was  their  honest 
impression  that  the  Mint  laws  do  authorize  the  issuance  of  un- 
parted  bars;  but  it  has  since  become  so  plain  a  proposition 
that  they  do  not,  that  the  only  hope  of  continuance  for  that  busi- 
ness rests  in  the  retention  and  passage  into  law  of  the  un- 
amended New  Mint  Code  now  pending  in  the  Senate,  and  against 
the  passage  of  which  we  hereby  enter  our  most  earnest  and 
solemn  protest:  and,  on  the  other  hand,  just  as  earnestly  peti- 
tioning that  with  the  amendments  hereinafter  proposed,  the  bill 


may  be  promptly  passed  by  the  Senate  and  be  returned  to  the 
House  for  concurrence. 

As  there  are  many  points  in  so  important  a  measure  which 
call  for  a  detailed  and  critical  discussion,  such  as  might  seem 
out  of  place  in  a  joint  petition  to  your  honorable  body,  we  have 
requested  one  of  our  number,  himself  a  former  officer  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  and  specially  familiar  with  Mint  law  and 
processes,  to  address  communications  to  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  discussing  the  present  legality  of  the 
practices  which  we  condemn,  as  well  as  the  constitutionality  of 
certain  features  in  the  proposed  New  Mint  law;  and  to  the 
Honorable  H.  R.  Linderman,  discussing  the  general  policy  of  the 
bill  while  reviewing  the  errors  of  the  Carson  Mint  officers,  and 
setting  forth  a  true  policy  for  the  government  of  the  Mints  and 
Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States.  These  communications, 
though  properly  addressed  to  others,  are  chiefly  designed  to 
clarify  this  whole  subject  to  Congress;  and  being  made  parts  of 
this  our  petition,  by  constituting  them  appendices  to  the  same, 
we  desire  to  prevent  their  practical  suppression,  by  very  re- 
spectfully soliciting  a  reference  of  the  three  documents  as  one, 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  to  which  we  learn  the  proposed 
Mint  Code  was  referred,  and  with  instructions  to  withdraw  its 
report  on  that  bill,  and  not  to  report  it  again,  except  in  connec- 
tion with  this  document,  after  due  consideration;  or  else  that 
the  Coinage  Act,  reported  by  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  Dec. 
16,  be  referred  anew,  together  with  our  Petition  and  its  Sup- 
plement and  Appendices,  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  be 
reported  on  in  connection. 

In  conolusiou,  we  beg  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress the  fact,  that  since  its  establishment  the  legitimate  busi- 
ness of  the  Carson  Mint — COINAGE — has  steadily  increased. 
In  1810,  it  coined  $130,000  ;  in  1871,  $230,000;  in  1872,  |630,- 
000.  If  furnished  with  an  adequate  gold  bullion  fund,  there  is 
no  reason  why  its  coinage  should  not  soon  reach  $2,000,000  a 
year,  which  is  half  the  present  coinage  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  This,  we  very  respectfully  submit,  is  good  and  constitu- 
tional ground  for  furnishing  appropriations  in  a  generous  spirit 
of  hope  and  faith.  We  trust  therefore  that  appropriations  will 
not  be  withheld,  provided  they  are  coupled  with,  or  preceded 
by,  such  legislation  as  we  hereby  solicit,  prohibiting  all  further 


unlawful  and  unconstitntional  issuance  olNiamintea^b^rV'*i<iV5^^ 
ore-assay  reports  by  the  Carson  and  other  Mints,  ttlat  we  may 
once  more  earn  honorable  bread  for  ourselves  and  families  in 
that  pursuit  to  which  we  have  devoted  our  lives,  in  which  we  have 
invested  our  fortunes,  and  which  is  as  justly  and  fully  entitled  to 
exemption  from  unlawful  destruction  and  from  unconstitutional 
legislative  and  official  persecution,  as  the  no  more  or  less  impor- 
tant feut  cruder  business  of  mining  in  this  vicinity,  is  entitled 
to  every  constitutional  kindliness  and  congressional  fostering 
care. 

E.  RUHLING.     (See  note  1.) 

W.  C.  BOUSFIELD.     (Note  1.) 

D.  W.  BALCH.     (Note  2.) 
DANIEL  J.  BOUSFIELD.     (Note  2.) 
FREDK.  RAHN.     (Note  2.) 
ERNEST  HARRIS.     (Note  2.) 
GILBERT  M.  ROSS.      (Note  2.) 
AUGUST  SODERLING.     (Note  2.) 
CONRAD  WIEGAND.     (Note  2.  j 

H.  V.  S.  McCULLOUGH.     (Note  3.) 
ER.NEST  TERRA.     (Note  3.) 
GRANVILLE  N.  WOOD.     (Note  3.) 
GEO.   W.  DORWIN.     (Note  3.) 
JAS    H.  SPERLING.     (Note  3.) 
CHRISTOPHER  JAMES.     (Note  3.) 
H.  HARRIS      (Note  4.) 


Note  1.  Messrs.  E.  Ruhling,  W.  C.  Bousfield  and  D.  Me- 
Kaye  have  been  obliged  to  relinquish  business  in  consequence 
of  the  issuance  of  unparted  bars  by  the  Carson  Mint. 

Note  2.  The  Assayers  now  in  Virginia  City  are  referred  to 
by  this  note. 

Note  3.  Designates  Assayers  now  at  Gold  Hill,  about  a  mile 
south  of  Virginia  City. 

Note  4.  Designates  Silver  City,  about  two  miles  south  of 
Gold  Hill. 
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PROPOSED    ACT 

To  confine  the  U.  S.  Mints  and  Assay  Offices  to  their  constitu- 
tional functions,  for  the  valuation,  purchase,  refining  and 
general  preparation  of  suitable  metals  for  coinage,  for  coining 
the  same  into  money,  and  for  guarding  against  counterfeiting 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  for  ihe  purpose  of  construing  all  present  and  future  laws 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  coinage  and  business  of  the  Mints 
and  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States,  these  institutions  shall 
be  deemed  and  regarded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  and  by  all  minor  Treasury  and  Mint  of- 
ficers, as  establishments  constitutionally  created  and  to  be 
maintained  solely  for  the  purpose  of  coining  money,  and  the  valua- 
tion, purchase,  refining,  and  general  preparation  of  suitable 
metals  and  alloys  therefor. 

Sec.  2.  The  only  operations,  in  addition  to  coining,  which 
it  shall  be  lawful  to  carry  on  within  such  establishments,  are 
those  which  are  necessary,  either  legally  to  prepare  gold,  silver 
and  other  metals  for  coinage,  or  such  as  may  be  necessary  to 
determine  the  quality  and  value  of  bullion  or  other  metals  for 
that  purpose.  And  all  such  valuations  of  bullion  or  other 
metals  shall  be  made  solely  with  a  view  to  their  purchase  by 
the  Mint  or  Assay  Office  where  so  valued,  as  a  preliminary  step 
to  their  complete  or  partial  preparation  for  coinage,  either  at 
the  establishment  where  purchased,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be 
legally  determined  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  May  I9th,  1828,  which  made  it  lawful  for  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  to  receive  for  assay,  but  not  for  valuation,  samples 
of  bullion  too  small,  base  or  brittle  to  be  received  for  coinage  ; 
and  provided  further,  that  when  such  samples  shall  be  received 
for  assay  by  the  Mints  or  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States, 
the  rate  of  charge  for  assaying  shall  be  so  prescribed  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  as  not  to  be  less  than  is  currently  charged 
in  well-regulated  and  properly  appointed  Mercantile  Assay 
Offices  of  that  vicinity. 
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Sec.  3.  With  a  view  to  discouraging  all  future  legitimate 
investments  of  private  capital  in  machinery  which  may  surrep- 
titiously be  used  for  counterfeiting  the  coinage  of  the  United 
States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and  for 
that  establishment  alone,  to  continue  to  manufacture  medals  at 
the  cost,  and  at  no  more  than  the  cost,  of  materials  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  them  ;  the  charges  for  which  shall  be  duly  en- 
tered  upon  the  proper  accounts  of  the  Mint. 

Sec.  4.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  Act,  the  manu' 
facture,  for  issue  to  depositors,  of  any  stamped  bullion  bars 
except  of  refined  and  legally  standardized  metal,  shall  cease 
at  all  the  Mints  and  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States.  But  it 
is  hereby  declared  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  of  each  United 
States  Assay  Office  (other  than  of  the  New  York  Assay  Office, 
whose  rights  and  duties  relative  to  the  receipt,  payment  for 
and  refining  of  bullion  remain  unchanged  by  the  provisions  of 
this  bill)  to  receive  crude  bullion  for  assay,  valuation  and 
purchase  ;  provided  the  same  is  so  free  from  basje  and  refractory 
metals,  that  it  may  be  minted  and  coined  without  special  dif- 
ficulty and  loss  ;  and  provided  further,  that  payment  for  the 
same  shall  be  made  only  in  drafts  or  orders  upon  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  nearest  United  States  Mint,  after  deducting, 
Firstj  The  standard  charges  of  well-regulated  and  appointed 
Mercantile  Assay  Offices  of  the  vicinity  as  the  Gorernment 
charge  for  assaying  ;  the  same,  after  full  and  proper  inquiry,  to 
be  definitely  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  Second, 
The  cost  of  responsible  or  secure  transportation  to  the  nearest 
mint,  which  transportation  itself,  together  with  the  charges 
therefor,  shall  be  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint.  Third,  The  established  charges  of  the  Mint,  to 
which  the  purchased  bullion  is  to  be  sent  for  coinage,  except- 
ing the  charge  for  assaying  ;  provided  further,  the  gold  and 
silver  coins  which  shall  be  issued  in  payment  for  these  drafts  or 
orders,  shall  be  in  the  same  relative  proportions,  as  in  the  bul- 
lion deposited  and  purchased. 

Sec.  5.  Assays  within  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  or  its 
dependencies,  to  determine  the  value  per  ton  in  gold  and 
silver  of  ores,  slimes  and  tailings,  no  less  than  the  percentage 
of  other  metals  in  ores  are  hereby  prohibited  ;  equally  so  with 
any  other  operation  which  is  not  a  necessary  process  to  be  per- 
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formed  in  order  to  value  crude  bullion  for  purchase,  or  which  is 
not  necessary  in  order  to  refine  or  otherwise  prepare  the  same 
for  coinage,  or  to  complete  such  coinage  according  to  law  : 
provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prevent  scientific  research  or  practical  experiments  (when 
properly  authorized  and  provided  for)  being  instituted  in  the 
Mints  or  Assay  Ofiices  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  im- 
proving the  methods  of  minting  the  precious  metals  therein. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  prescribe  such  instruc- 
tions and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  immediate 
force  and  effect  to  the  spirit  and  provisions   of   this  enactment. 

Sec.  *I.  All  provisions  of  law  heretofore  existing  and  now  in 
force,  whose  tenor  is  of  doubtful  significance,  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  be  so  construed  as  to  harmonize  with  the  spirit  and 
provisions  of  this  Act  And  all  other  provisions  of  law,  as  well 
as  all  regulations  made  pursuant  to  law,  which  are  irreconcila- 
ble and  inconsistent  with  this  Act,  are  hereby  repealed. 


THE     ]MOr>IFIOATIO]VS 

IN    THE 

PENDING    COINAGE    BILL, 

Needful  to  have  the  legal  effect  of  the  above  Act,  are  as 
follows  :  (The  niimberH  of  sections  are  those  of  the  Knox 
Bill.) 

1.  In  Section  1  of  the  bill  as  proposed  by  Deputy  Comp- 
troller John  Jay  Knox  (for  we  have  no  copy  of  House  Bill  2934^ 
as  it  passed  the  Lower  House,)  change  the  words  "  Stamping 
of  bars,"  into  "  Stamping  or  purchase  of  bars." 

2.  Sec  2  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read,  "Andbeitfur- 
*'  ther  enacted,  That  the  Director  shall  have  the  general  super- 
•'  vision  of  all  the  Mints  and  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States, 
"and  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  prescribing  specific 
"  instructions  and  regulations  for  their  conduct  according  to 
*'  to  law,  and  for  giving  immediate  force  and  effect  to  such  laws 
'*  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  ordained  by  Congress  in  rela- 
"tion   to   the     coinage     of    mpne^,    to   the   establishment   of 
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''  Mints  and  Assay  OflBces  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  gov- 
"  ernment  of  the  same  ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  construing  the 
*'  laws  of  Congress  in  rehition  to  these  institutions,  they  shall 
'•  be  regarded  as  establishments  constitutionally  created,  and  to 
"  be  maintained  solely  for  the  purpose  of  coining  money,  and 
"for  the  valuation,  purchase,  refining,  and  general  preparation 
''of  suitable  metals  and  alloys  therefor." 

''  And  the  Director  shall  make  an  annual  report,  at  the  close 
"  of  the  fiscal  year,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
*'  operations  of  the  Mint  and  Assay  OflBces  under  his  charge  ; 
"  and  from  time  to  time  such  additional  reports,  setting  forth 
"the  operations  and  conditions  of  such  institutions  as  the 
"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  require.  He  also  shall  lay  befor** 
"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  annual  estimates  for  their 
"support,  and  see  that  no  branch  of  business  shall  be  carried 
"  on  in  these  establishments,  except  such  as  are  authorized  by 
"  law,  and  conducted  in  accordance  with  duly  prescribed  regu- 
"  lations,  themselves  in  accordance  with  law." 

*'He  shall  also  have  a  supervision  of  all  other  matters, 
"statistical  and  otherwise,  tending  to  the  development  of  the 
"  mining  and  metallurgic  industries  of  the  precious  metals,  and 
"  from  time  to  time  he  shall  communicate  with  parties  having 
"  such  interests  and  industries  in  charge,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
"  taining  their  progress  and  diflSculties,  and  in  order  to  ascer- 
*'tain  their  views  relative  to  appropriate  legislation  for  due 
*' encouragement  and  protection  by  Congress." 

"  He  shall  also  appoint  for  his  own  office  the  necessary  clerks 
"  to  discharge  such  duties  as  he  shall  direct  ;  provided,  their 
*'  appointment  and  rate  of  compensation  shall  first  be  approved 
"  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

3.  In  paragraph  1  of  Section  4,  change  the  following  words, 
"  and  the  amount  of  unjjarted  standard  and  refined  bars 
"  issued,"  so  as  to  read,  "  and  the  amount  of  refined  and  stand- 
"  ardized  bars  issued." 

4.  In  paragraph  2  of  Section  4,  change  the  following  words, 
*'  to  be  paid  in  coins  or  bars  of  ihe  same  species,  &c,"  so  as  to 
read,  "  to  be  paid  in  standard  gold  bars,  or  in  coins  of  the  same 
"  species,  &c." 

5.  Section  5  should  be  so  changed  as  in  efifect  to  restore  the 
Act  of  May  19, 1828,  which  seems  to  have  been  omitted  from  this 
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practical  codification  of  mint  laws,  under  the  erroneous  impres- 
sion that  its  designs  were  fully  met  by  otherwise  authorizing  the 
receipt  of  bulHon  for  manufacture  into  unparted  bars.  To  effect 
this,  it  should  be  made  to  read,  "And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
"  assayer  shall  correctly  assay  all  metals  and  bullion,  whenever 
"  such  assays  are  required  in  the  operations  of  the  Mint;  he 
"  shall  also  make  assays  of  coins  and  other  bullion  not  intended 
"  for  coinage,  when  instructed  to  do  so  by  the  Superintendent, 
"  but  not  otherwise,  except  in  the  prosecution  of  experiments 
"  within  the  Mint  in  the  interest  of  science,  or  designed  to  im- 
"  prove  or  modify  mint  metallurgic  processes.  And  it  shall  be 
"  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  of  a  Mint  or  Assay  Office  to 
"  receive  for  critical  assay,  but  not  for  valuation,  samples  of 
"  bullion  which  are  too  small,  or  supposed  to  be  too  brittle  or 
"  base  to  be  received  for  coinage,  and  to  authorize  certificates 
"  of  the  results  of  the  same  to  be  officially  issued  by  the  Assayer, 
"  iu  such  form  as  the  owners  of  the  bullion  may  desire;  which 
"  certificates,  however,  shall  always  include  data  sufficient  to 
"  enable  the  Superintendent  and  owner  of  the  bullion  to  judge  of 
"  the  expediency  of  receiving  or  depositing  bullion  of  the  same 
"  quality  in  amounts  sufficiently  large  to  be  received  for  coin- 
**  age.  And  charges  for  assaying  such  samples  shall  be  so 
"  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  after  full  and  proper 
"  inquiry,  as  not  to  be  less  than  is  charged  for  the  same  work 
"  in  well-appointed  and  systematically  conducted  assay  offices 
'*  of  the  vicinity  where  such  United  States  Mint  or  Assay 
"  Office  may  be  located." 

6,  In  Section  7,  change  the  following  words,  "  The  Coiner 
"  shall  execute  all  the  operations  which  are  necessary  in  order 
"  to  form  coins,"  so  as  to  read,  "  The  Coiner  shall  execute  all 
"  the  operations  which  are  necessary  to  form  medals,  and  also 
"  coins,  &c." 

7.  Section  15  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read,  "  And  be  it 
'^further  enacted,  That  the  silver  Coins  of  the  United  States 
*'  shall  be,  a  Trade-dollar,  a  Half-dollar,  a  Quarter -dollar,  and 
"  a  Dime  or  Ten-cent  piece.  And  the  weight  of  the  Trade-dol- 
*'  lar  shall  be  four  hundred  and  twenty  Troy  grains  ;  the  weight 
''  of  the  Half-dollar  shall  be  twelve  and  one-half  metrical  gram- 
"  mes;  and  the  weights  of  the  Quarter-dollar  and  Dime  shall 
'*  be,  respectively,  one-half  and  one-fifth  of  the  said  weight  of 
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the  Half-dollar.  And  the  Trade-dollars  and  iaaif-doliars"ii^1ti/^ 
be  a  legal  tender  at  their  nominal  value  for  any  amount  of 
indebtedness  or  dues,  public  or  private,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  Five  Dollars  in  any  one  payment,  from  and  to  the 
same  parties,  upon  any  one  day;  and  the  Quarter-dollar  and 
Dime  shall  be  a  like  legal  tender  for  any  amount  not  exceed- 
ing one  dollar." 

8.  Section  20  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read,  "  And  he  it  fur- 
ther enacted^  That  at  the  option  of  the  owner  of  bullion 
deposited  at  tiie  Mints  or  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States, 
payment  may  be  made  either  in  coin  (or  valid  orders  therefor) 
or  in  gold  bars  of  standard  fineness,  bearing  stamps  denot- 
ing their  weight  in  Troy  ozs.,  besides  their  intrinsic  gold  value 
in  dollars  and  cents;  promded  that,  when  issued,  all  their  sur- 

'  faces  shall  be  so  stamped  with  suitable  dies  as  to  guard  against 

*  frauds  and  imitations;  and  providedy^ar^Aer,  that  no  such  bars 

*  or  ingots  shall  be  issued  of  less  weight  than  five  ounces  ;  nor 
'  shall  payment  of  depositors  for  coin  be  delayed  by  the  prece- 
'  dence  of  any  depositor  for  standard  bars.  [And  such  stand- 
'  ard  bars  shall  be  lawful  money  and  a  legal  tender  for  the  pay- 
'  ment  of  all  taxes,  debts  and  dues,  both  public  and  private,  to 
^  within  three  cents  per  Troy  ounce  of  their  stamped  value,  and 
'  shall  be  exchangeable  at  the  Mints  of  the  United  States  in 
'  gold  coin  at  such  a  valuation.]  But  payment  for  silver  bul- 
'  lion  deposited  for  coinage  shall  be  made  only  in  the  silver 
'  Trade-dollars  authorized  by  this  Act." 

9.  In  Section  21  the  following  words,  "  That  any  owner  of 

*  gold  and  silver  bullion  may  deposit  the  same  at  the  Mint,  to 
'  be  formed  into  coin  or  bars  for  his  benefit,"  &c.,  should  be  so 

changed  as  to  read,  "  That  any  owner  of  gold  and  silver  bullion 

*  in  which  the  weight  of  the  gold,  so  far  as  the  eye  can  judge, 
'  exceeds  the  weight  of  the  silver,  may  deposit  the  same  at  any 
'  Mint  or  Assay  Office  of  the  United  States,  to  be  formed  into 
'  coin  or  standard  gold  bars  for  his  benefit,  &c.'^ 

10.  In  Section  25,  the  words,  "That  the  only  charge  on  de- 
'  posits  of  bullion  for  coin,  bars  or  disks  shall  be  as  follows:  For 
'  refining,  &e."  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read,  "  That  the  only 
'  charges  on  deposits  of  bullion  for  coin  or  standard  bars  shall 
'  be,  For  melting  and  assaying  crude  bullion;  for  refining  when 
'  the  bullion   is  below  standard;  for  toughening  when  metals 
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*'  are  contained  which  render  it  unfit  for  coinage  ;  for  copper 
"  used  for  alloy  when  the  bullion  is  above  standard  ;  for  silver 
*'  introduced  into  the  alloy  of  gold;  for  separating  the  gold 
*'  and  silver  when  these  metals  exist  together  in  the  bullion  ; 
"  for  coinage,  which  charge  shall  embrace  the  melting,  assaying, 
*'  moulding  and  other  subsequent  mechanical  preparations  of 
*'  standardized  metal  for  coinage,  and  for  coining  the  same; — and 
"  the  rates  of  these  several  charges,  (except  the  Coinage  charge 
*^  of  three  cents  per  standard  ounce)  shall  be  fixed  from  time  to 
"  time  by  the  Director,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary 
*'  of  the  Treasury,  so  as  t-)  encourage  metallurgic  competition 
"  outside  of  the  Mint  in  the  more  or  less  complete  private  pre 
**  paration  of  bullion  for  coinage,  yet  not  so  high  as  to  oppress 
'^  producers  of  bullion  by  the  charges  for  such  preparation;  and 
*'  in  no  case  shall  the  charges  for  any  operation  be  so  small,  as 
"  directly  or  indirectly,  presently  or  ultimately,  to  result  in  a 
"  loss  to  the  national  Treasury  thereby." 

11.  Section  27  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read,  '^And  be  it 
"  further  enacted,  That  no  deposit  of  silver  for  standard  bars 
*'  shall  be  received  by  the  Mints  or  Assay  Offices  of  the  United 
"  States;  and  in  adjudging  the  character  of  crude  bullion,  that 
*'  description  in  which  the  weight  of  the  gold,  so  far  as  the  eye 
"  can  judge,  is  less  than  the  weight  of  the  silver,  shall  be 
"  deemed  silver  bullion.  Provided,  however,  that  such  silver 
*'  bullion  may  lawfully  be  purchased  to  coin  into  fractional 
"  silver,  and  provided  further,  that  silver  bullion  contained  in 
"  gold  deposits,  and  separated  therefrom,  may  be  paid  for  in 
"  fractional  silver  coin,  at  such  valuation  as  may  be  from 
"  time  to  time  established  by  the  Director;  or  if  preferred  by 
"  the  depositor,  in  silver  Trade-dollars,  at  the  valuation  desig- 
"  nated  in  this  Act;"  Provided,  The  depositor  shall  give  timely 
"  notice  of  such  a  prefei^^nce." 

VA.  Section  37  should  be  so  changed  as  to  read  that  the  As- 
sayer  shall  stamp  the  weights  and  values  instead  of  "  fineness;" 
for  as  the  only  bars  which  can  be  constitutionally  issued  are 
standard  bars,  the  fineness  need  not  be  stamped.  See  part  1 
of  Appendix. 

13.  In  Section  59,  relative  to  the  duties  of  minor  Assay 
Offices,  the  words,  *'  shall  be  confined  to  the  receipt  of  gold  and 
*'  silver  bullion,  melting  and  refining  by  fluxes,  assay  and  return 
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"  to  depositors  of  the  same  in  bars,  with  the  weight  and  fineness 
*'  stamped  thereon,"  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  read,  *'  shall  be 
**  confined  to  the  receipt,  melting,  assay,  valuation  and  purchase 
*'  of  bullion  for  coinage  at  or  by  the  nearest  Mint  of  the  United 
"States;  provided  that  payment  for  the  same  shall  be  made 
"  where  purchased  only  in  drafts  or  orders  upon  the  Superintend- 
**  ent  of  the  nearest  United  States  Mint,  after  deducting,  First^ 
"  The  standard  charges  of  well-regulated  and  appointed  Mercan- 
"  tile  Assay  Offices  of  the  vicinity,  as  the  Government  charge 
'*  for  assaying;  the  same,  after  full  and  proper  inquiry,  to  be 
"  definitely  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  Second, 
*'  The  cost  of  responsible  or  secure  transportation  to  the  nearest 
"  Mint,  which  transportation  itself,  together  with  the  charges 
"  therefor,  shall  be  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Director 
'*  of  the  Mint.  Thirds  Th^  established  charges  of  the  Mint  to 
**  which  the  purchased  bullion  is  to  be  sent  for  coinage,  except- 
'*  ing  the  charge  for  melting  and  assaying;  provided  further, 
*'  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  shall  be  issued  in  payment  for 
"  these  drafts  or  orders,  shall  be  in  the  same  relative  propor- 
"  tions  as  in  the  bullion  deposited  and  purchased. 

14.  In  Section  62  change  the  words,  "  and  establish  such 
'*  charges  for  melting,  assaying  and  stamping  bullion,"  so  as  to 
read,  "  and  establish  such  charges  for  melting  and  assaying 
'*  bullion." 
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PART   I.    OF   APPENDIX 


AN    APPEAL 


TO    THE 


HON.  SECRETART  OF  THE  IREASURl 


SOLICITING  THE 


Suspension  of  Unlawful  Practices 


AT  THE 


CARSON  CITY  BRANCH  MINT, 

Pending  Congressional  Action  in  relation  thereto. 


The  above  Petition  is  herein  supported  by  a  Critical  Examination  of  the 
Authority  in  Present  Law,  for  those  Practices,  together  with  a  Discussional 
Inquiry  into  the  Constitutionality  of  certain  Provisions  in  the  pending 
Coinage  Act,  House  BiU  2934. 

BY  CONRAD  WIEGAND, 

Formerly  Melter  and  ^Refiner,  but  later  Assayer 

OF   1HE 

U.  S.  Branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco,  California. 


^HH  J^rancisto. 

WOMEN'S  CO-OPEBATIYE  PRINT,  424  MONTGOMERY  8TREET. 

1873. 


[A  Second  Analogy. — See  back  of  First  Title  Page.] 

*'  By  what  authority  doest  thou  these  things?  And  who  gave  thee 
this  authority?  " 

And  they  answered  and  said,  'MVE  CANNOT  TELL." 

Then  saith  He  unto  them,  "  Did  ye  never  read  in  the  Scriptures, 
"  The  stone  which  the  builders  rejected,  the  same  is  become  the  head 
• '  of  the  corner  ?  and  whosoever  shall  fall  on  this  stone  shall  be  broken : 
"  but  on  whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to  powder." 

And  when  the  Chief  Priests  and  Pharisees  had  heard  His  parables^ 
tjiey  perceived  that  He  spake  of  them. 


APPEAL 


ADDRESSED  TO 


HON.  GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Sir  :— Hereto  appended,  please  find  a  Protest  and  Petition  to  Con- 
gress, from  certain  assayers  of  Nevada,  of  which  number  I  am  one,  and 
by  their  instructions  I  very  respectfully  address  to  you  this  communica- 
tion. As  that  Protest  and  Petition  has  a  logical  bearing  upon  two  dis- 
tinct'present  duties  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  your  convenience  in 
reference,  it  is  properly  attached  to  this  Argument. 

WHAT  WE  ASK. 

While  our  protest  to  Congress  is  against  the  proposed  legalization  of 
certain  unlawful  practices  of  the  Carson  Mint,  and  while  our  petition  to 
Congress  is,  that  these  practices  may  be  prohibited,  our  discussional 
appeal  to  you  in  this  communication  is, 

First.— That  without  delay,  yoM  will  officially  SUSPEND  those  un- 
lawful practices,  until  Congress  shall  have  acted  in  relation  thereto ;  and 
our  reason  for  so  asking  is  the  fact,  that  in  the  absence  of  sanctioning  law 
those  practices  can  have,  and  do  have  as  their  sole  authority,  a  permis- 
sion from  the  Treasury  Department.  That  such  permission  is  accom- 
panied by  regulations  governing  the  case,  is  evidence  that  these  regulations 
have  been  prescribed  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  the  permission 
granted  was  pursuant  to  law. 

Second. — That  you  will  instruct  all  minor  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, whD,  by  your  wish  or  leave,  are  urging  the  legalization  of  these 
ruinous  practices  to  forbear  so  doing  ;  because  such  legalization  is  clearly 
unconstitutional;  which  proposition  I  feel  it  is  due  to  yourself,  personally, 
no  less  than  to  our  own  interests,  to  discuss  before  you  ofiRcially,  in  the 
confident  belief,  that  if  reasonably  well  established,  you  will  not  only 
grant  our  request  for  restraint,  but  that  you  will  likewise  instruct  those 
officers  to  furnish  us  every  proper  aid  toward  securing  those  changes  in 
pending  legislation  which  our  petition  to  Congress  specifies,  and  which 
aid  we  very  respectfully  sohcit  at  your  hands. 

WHY  WE  ARGUE  IT. 
But,  as  the  mere  unproven  assertion  on  our  part  of  unlawfulness  in  the 
practices  referred  to,  can  no  more  be  accepted  as  a  proper  ground  for  ac- 
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tion  by  the  Treasury  Department,  than  a  corresponding  mere  assertion  of 
unconstitutionality  in  the  proposed  sanctional  legislation  can  be  ac- 
cepted by  Congress  as  properly  restrictive  upon  its  action,  it  is  our 
duty  so  to  present  the  facts  with  laws  now  in  force  relating  to  these  prac- 
tices, that  the  probable  misconceptions  of  law  under  which  permission  has 
been  granted,  may  easily  be  detected,  and  the  true  intent  of  existing  perti- 
nent enactments  may  be  discerned. 

WHY  WE  repp:r. 

As  the  discussion  of  these  two  questions  before  you,  may  serve  to  present 
their  subject-matter  to  Congress,  they  are  re/erred  to  in  our  congressional 
protest  and  petition,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  is  attached  to  our  appeal  to 
Congress  as  Part  1  of  an  Appendix  thereto.  But  so  doing,  we  pray  may 
not  be  construed  into  a  ground  for  non-action  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, as  if  this  discussional  appeal  were  not  a  separate  and  distinct 
motion  duly  authorized  by  those  whose  interests  I  represent,  and  with 
which  interest  I  am  in  business  identified. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  discussion,  I  propose  showing  in  the  follow- 
ing 

PLAN  OF  ARGUMENT, 

First. — Precisely  what  the  practices  complained  of  are,  and  what 
metallurgic  and  mechanical  processes  they  involve. 

Second. — That  the  Act  of  Congress  (ot  May  19,  1828,)  by  which  the 
more  important  mal-administration  of  the  Carson  Mint  is  presumed  to  be 
authorized,  was  not  intended  to  sanction  the  work  being  done  ;  that  it 
does  sanction  a  totally  different  class  of  work,  and  one  which  is  altogether 
proper  for  a  Mint ;  and  that  it  does  not  sanction  the  work  which  it  is 
claimed  it  was  designed  to ;  and  that  only  by  an  utter  defiance  of  estab- 
lished and  sound  principles  of  legal  construction,  can  it  be  construed  into 
sanctioning  within  the  Mint  the  conduct  of  a  strictly  private  manufac- 
turing pursuit. 

Third. — That  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress  over  the  Mints, 
Assay  Offices,  and  Coinage  of  the  United  States,  are  definitely  limited  by 
exclusive  (7e?*/ra^io /I  from  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  "to  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;"  and  that  the  practices  complained 
of,  if  legalized,  would  require  other  and  greater  powers  in  Congress,  than 
those  actually  possessed  in  order  to  make  such  legalization  valid  law. 

SPECIFICATION  OF  COMPLAINT. 

The  practices  complained  of  as  unlawful  are, 

1.  The  issuance  to  the  public  of  Ore- Assay  Reports— That  is,  of  re- 
ports showing  how  much  per  ton  in  Gold  and  Silver,  each  separately  and 
both  jointly,  any  sample  of  earthy  ore,  tailings  or  slimes  may  contain  ;  and 
the  analagous  issuance  of  Assay  Reports,  showing  the  per  centage  of 
other  metals  than  Gold  and  Silver  any  sample  of  ore  may  contain. 
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1.     The  manufacture  and  assay  /or  issuance  to  depositm-s  of  conini§iv-<^ 
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Cial  bullion  bars,  technically  known  as  unrefined  or  as  "  unparted  "bars* 
Although  it  is  evident  that  the  rates  of  charge  for  doing  such  work  at 
the  Mint,  must  have  a  vital  bearing  upon  the  ability  of  legitimate  Mercan- 
tile Assayers  to  compete,  and  although  in  our  protest  and  petition  to 
Congress,  it  was  logically  necessary  to  introduce  the  element  of  low 
charges  in  order  to  show  how  these  practices  of  the  Mint  tend  to  our  busi- 
ness ruin,  and  although  two  years  since,  instead  of  questioning  the  legal- 
ity of  any  non-minting  pursuits  in  the  Mint,  we  appealed  to  you  to  in- 
crease the  charges  for  this  business,  sufficiently,  at  least,  to  cover  the  ac- 
tual (not  constructive)  costs  of  the  business  to  the  national  Treasury,  yet, 
it  is  manifest,  that  in  discussing  either  the  constitutionality  or  the 
lower  simple  lawfulness  of  these  two  practices  pei'  se,  the  question  of 
charges  needs  to  be  excluded  from  view.  We  are  not  now  urging  that 
the  low  rates  are  ruinous  and  wrong,  for,  although  that  is  true,  our  simple 
proposition  is,  that  the  practices  in  themselves  are  unlawful,  botn  proxi- 
mately or  immediatelv  and  fundamentally  also. 

In  order  to  present  to  yourself  and  to  Congress  a  statement  which  will 
enable  any  man  who  can  read  English  to  judge  this  whole  subject  as  re- 
liably as  though  reared  from  boyhood  in  a  Mint,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
outline  and  briefly  describe  the  actual  processes  involved  in  these 
practices  of  which  we  complain  ;  and  if,  after  so  doing,  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress do  not  plainly  presume  at  least,  so  many  of  the  operations  involved 
as  to  imj^tli/  the  whole  of  them,  the  simple  absence  of  any  such  law  must 
be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  unlawfulness  ;  for  our  proposition  is,  not  that 
there  are  prohibitions  of  law  bearing  in  the  case,  and  consequently,  that 
these  unlawful  practices  are  crimes,  but  simply  that  they  are  without  au- 
thority of  law  ;  while  the  great  principles  which  must  underlie  every  con- 
stitutional human  government,  require  for  every  governmental  motion, 
either  direct  or  implied  positive  sanctions;  and,  if  not  rooting  in  the  neces- 
sities or  essential  nature  of  government  itself,  then  they  must  root  in  the 
definite  constitution  of  the  nation;  otherwise,  the  exercise  of  power  by 
the  government  would,  in  principle,  partake  of  the  usurpative  wilfulness  of 
autocracy. 

ORB  ASSAYING. 

Ore  may  be  defined  as  Rock  or  Earth  containing  either //-ee  metals,  or 
metals  in  such  chemical  combinations,  that  they  may  iiot  properly  be  said 
to  be  free.  The  object  of  assaying  such  rock  or  earth  is,  to  learn  from  a 
'V)&ry  small  sample  how  much  a  ton  of  such  Rock  or  Earth  contains. 
The  gold  and  silver  contents  of  ore,  in  America,  are  always  reported  in 
dollars  and  cents  to  the  ton  of  2000  lbs.,  in  addition  to  the  per  centage  of 
weight  which  they  constitute  in  the  ore  ;  while  other  metals  are  reported 
alone  by  a  percentage  statement*  The  processes  involved  in  this  class  of 
fire-assaying  for  the  precious  metals  are, 
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1.  The  conversion  of  the  chemically  combined  {or  bound)  metal  into 
free  metal,  by  chemical  re-agents. 

2.  The  collection  of  all  the  free  metal.  In  gold  and  silver  ore-assaying 
this  is  always  done  by  the  use  of  some  form  of  lead,  which  in  the  cruci- 
ble alloys  with  the  precious  metals,  and  sinks  with  them  to  the  bottom  of 
the  crucible,  and  holds  them  there  in  a  highly  fluid  state. 

3.  The  conversion  of  the  rocky  and  earthy  portions  of  the  ore  into  a 
highly  fusible  glass,  by  means  of  appropriate  chemical  re-agents  termed 
fluxes. 

These  three  processes  are  simultaneously  performed  by  properly 
heating  the  crucible  containing  the  ore  and  fluxes. 

4.  The  casting  of  the  contents  of  the  crucible  into  a  conical  metal 
mould,  that  the  metalliferous  product  of  the  ore  may  comeniently  sepa- 
rate from  the  glassy  or  vitreous  portions  and  form  a  solid  lead  button 
containing  the  gold  and  silver. 

5.  The  removal  of  the  lead  by  exposing  the  button  to  the  air  in  a 
red-hot  burnt-bone  cup.  This  cup  absorbs  the  base  metals  (after  their 
oxidation)  and  leaves  a  bullion  button  ready  to  be  weighed. 

6.  The  removal  of  the  silver  from  the  now  weighed  bullion  button, 
by  an  acid  which  will  not  dissolve  gold,  so  that  the  gold  may  be  weighed 
separately  from  the  silver. 

The  percentage  in  weight  of  the  respective  precious  metals  being  known, 
it  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  compute  the  value  per  ton,  and  issue  a  report 
of  the  same  to  the  party  who  has  presented  the  sample  for  assay. 

Though  familiar  with  Mint  law  for  many  years,  I  can  see  nothing  what- 
ever, either  in  the  wording  of  any  law,  or  in  the  nature  of  the  Mint,  or  in 
the  fact  that  the  Mint  is  furnished  with  an  officer  styled  an  "  Assayer," 
which  can  be  tortured  into  a  lawful  authorization  of  any  of  the  processes 
involved  in  this  branch  of  private  metallurgic  industry.  The  mere  fact 
that  the  result  of  this  assay  is  the  collection  or  detection  of  gold  and  silver, 
which  metals  are  sometimes  coined  into  money,  is  no  more  a  justification 
for  prosecuting  this  branch  of  industry  in  a  Mint,  than  the  fact  that  cer- 
tain money  being  made  of  paper,  while  paper  is  itself  made  of  such  fibrous 
textures  as  straw  or  cotton,  could  justify  the  Mint  or  Treasury  IXe- 
partment  in  announcing  itself  as  prepared  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
officially  analyzing  and  reporting  upon  the  percentage  contents  and 
values  of  samples  from  dung-piles  or  rag-bags  for  the  purpose  of  produc- 
ing paper.  These  cases  are  precisely  parallel,  and  there  is  no  more  au- 
thority in  law  for  one  than  the  other,  nor  is  there  any  greater  essential 
propriety.  Yet  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  precisely  this  unlawful  busi- 
ness is  now  being  prosecuted  at  the  Oarson  Mint,  rendering  it  difficult  for 
Mercantile  Assayers  to  obtain  that  very  work  to  do  by  which  in  good 
part  they  must  earn  their  bread. 
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And  it  is  most  notable,  that  no  claim  even  of  authority  for  so  doing 
is  set  up.  The  prosecution  of  an  unlawful  business  for  a  Mint,  in  so  re- 
mote a  corner  of  the  Republic  as  Carson,  seemingly  is  tacitly  assumed  to 
be  too  trifling  an  affair  for  the  Government  to  notice.  This  I  claim  to  be 
as  much  an  audacity  as  an  error,  and  demands  a  fitting  correction  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  at  once. 

This  proposition  is  self-evident. 

UN  PARTED  BAR  BUf^INESS. 

An  "  unparted  bar,"  means  one  of  three  things — either  a  gold  bar  con- 
taining a  portion  of  silver,  or  else  a  silver  bar  containing  a  portion  of 
gold,  or  else  eithe)'  gold  or  silver /ree  from  the  other  kind  of  bullion, 
but  containing  base  metals.  The  word  "  unparted"  is  applied,  because 
refined  bullion  is  generally  prepared,  by  dissolving  away  silver  from  gold 
in  an  acid  which  does  not  attack  the  gold.  This  separates  or  "  parts  " 
the  two  metals,  and  usually  separates  them  at  the  same  time  from  all 
other  metals.  "  Parting  "  is  therefore  the  common  process  of  refining 
bullion — a  paired  bar,  therefore,  means  a  refined  bar  ;  and  an  2<w-parted 
bar  means  one  which  is  not  refined. 

The  business  of  manufacturing  unparted  bars  involves  the  following 
)S  : 


1.  Careful  receipt  by  weight  in  Troy  ounces  of  crude  porous  retorted 
amalgam,  which  often  contains  lumps  of  metalic  iron,  pieces  of  rock, 
quantities  of  clay,  sand,  and  "  dirt "  in  general ;  besides  always  more  or 
less  of  remaining  quicksilver. 

2.  The  melting,  cleansing,  mixing,  sampling,  moulding,  and  re-weigh- 
ing of  the  same,  now  in  the  form  of  a  bar  or  "  brick." 

3.  The  assay  of  the  sample  taken  in  the  second  process,  with  a  view 
to  determining  the  proportional  weights  of  gold  and  silver,  each  separately; 
so  that  the  absolute  and  distinct  values  of  those  metals  in  the  weighed 
bars  may  be  computed. 

4.  The  stamping  of  weight,  finenesses  and  values. 

5.  Their  issue  with  a  guarantee  of  correctness  in  valuation  ;  the  pro- 
ducer being  guaranteed  by  first-class  Mercantile  Assayers  that  his  bar 
contains  no  more  than  stamped,  and  the  banker  or  buyer  that  it  contains 
no  less.  If  inaccuracy  is  detected  either  way,  the  assayer  must  make 
the  loser  whole  by  paypient  of  a  reclamation. 

From  the  above  recital  it  wi'l  be  seen  that  the  mere  a^ssaying  of  the 
sample  is  a  very  small  part  of  the  entire  business.  Yet  as  its  very  nature 
makes  it  pivotal,  the  business  of  manufacturing  and  issuing  assayed  bars 
takes  the  name  of  "Assaying;"  and  the  process  of  ascertaining  the 
quality  of  bullion  is  precisely  that  already  outlined  as  pursued  in  order 
to  separate  the  bullion  from  lead  in  an  ore-assay. 
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Relative  to  tlie  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  Mercantile  Assaying, 
unlike  that  of  ore-assaying,  the  Mint  managers  do  set  up  a  claim  at  least 
for  authority  in  law.  They  claim  that  the  Act  of  May  19th,  1828,  fur- 
nishes such  authority.  This,  however,  is  a  total  misconception,  and  is 
chiefly  excusable  on  the  part  of  most  mint  officers  now  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  because  that  law  ante-dat?s  their  connection  with  the 
mint ;  very  few  of  the  present  mint  officers  having  ever  seen  the  inside  of 
a  mint  till  after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California;  Wm.  E.  Du  Bois 
and  Charles  B.  Hare,  in  the  Assay  Department  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
probably  being  all  who  now  remain  of  an  older  date. 

To  most  of  the  more  recent  appointees,  the  wording  of  the  law  of  May 
19th,  1828,  would  very  naturally  be  construed  either  as  a  sanction  for  this 
business,  or  else  as  an  obsolete  and.  useless  law  on  the  Statute  book.  It  is 
this  fact,  doubtless,  which,  before  the  Carson  Mint  began  its  unparted 
bar  business,  induced  Deputy  Comptroller  Knox  in  codifying  mint  laws 
to  eliminate  this  useful  Act  of  Congress  entirely,  as  soon  as  he  had 
otherwise  provided  for  the  unparted  bar  business.  But  its  provisions 
should  be  restored  as  we  have  petitioned,  or  else  one  great  use  of  a  Mint 
to  every  mining  community  will  be  done  away  with;  and  that  particular 
form  of  usefulness  is  none  the  h  ss  great  because  it  is  a  silent  one,  and 
because  its  results  cannot  be  stated  in  columnized  figures.  If  that  law  is 
not  in  effiBct  restored,  there  will  be  no  legal  means  by  which  the  owner  of 
a  bar  of  assayed  bullion,  whether  assayed  by  the  mint,  or  by  any  mercan- 
tile assayer,  or  by  a  private  mining  assay  office,  can  authoritatively  or  criti- 
cally verify  or  detect  its  valuations  as  correct  or  false,  except  by  deposit- 
ing the  entire  bar  in  the  Mint,  thereby  suffering  a  certain  loss  by  remelting, 
besides  paying  larger  than  needful  charges;  for  in  very  many  cases  a  sim- 
ple chip  or  slip  cut  off,  provided  it  could  still  be  tested  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  May  19th,  1 828,  would  answer  every  purpose  ;  and 
the  charges  for  so  doing  could  and  ought  to  be  ma3e  as  light  as  possible 
without  doing  injustice  to  mercantile  assayers  of  the  vicinity.  And  this 
continued  possibility  for  verification  of  work  in  a  Mint,  would  continue  to 
make  the  Mint  itself,  though  without  figures  for  Congress  to  be  misled  by 
or  without  vast  costs  to  pay  in  consequence,  a  silent  spirit-like  umpiric 
influence  in  the  wilderness  of  Nevada,  standing  in  unmailed  but  grand 
perpetual  guard  over  Miner  and  Banker  alike,  and  bidding  them  both  "  Be 
just,"  no  less  than  the  Assayer  *'  Take  heed."  And  this  is  a  fact  whose 
figurative  statement  simply  shows  that  all  America  should  be  willing  to 
pay  something  for  the  ability  to  look  upon  with  worthy  pride.  That  was 
one  intent  of  the  law  of  1828.     Its  full  wording  is  as  follows  : 

*'  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  receive  and  cause  to 
"  be  assayed,  bullion  not  intended  for  coinage  ;  and  to  cause  certificates 
"  to  be  given  of  the  fineness  thereof,  by  such  officer  as  he  shall  designate 
"  for  that  purpose,  at  such  rates  of  charge,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of 
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*'  said  bullion,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  said  Director  may  from 
"  time  to  time  establish." 

Rightly  and  fully  to  understand  this  law,  we  must  bear  in  mind,  that  at 
the  time  of  its  passage  (1828)  gold  and  silver  mines  within  the  United 
States  were  scarcely  if  at  all  known  ;  nor  was  bullion  then  dealt  in  at  all 
as  now, by  the  ton.  It  therefore  could  not  have  been  passed  to  afford  the 
bullion  mining  interest  special  encouragement  or  facilities.  But  the  man- 
ufacture of  silver-ware  and  jewelry  of  various  qualities  had  become  quite 
a  thrifty  branch  of  industry. 

Though  it  was  quite  important  for  silversmiths  and  jewelers,  and  yet 
might  be  so  for  others,  to  secure  precise  assays  of  various  alloys  in  their 
respective  arts,  and  that  too  cheaply,  still  the  amount  of  such  work  to  be 
done  did  not  justify  any  one  of  them  in  siarting  a  first-class  and  well  ap- 
pointed assay  office.  Nor  did  the  regulations  of  the  mint,  which  then 
were  scrupulously  observed  by  even  its  highest  officials,  admit  of  assay- 
ing bullion  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  determine  its  value  when  received 
for  coinage  ;  while  nothing  of  less  value  than  ^100  would  be  received  for 
that  purpose.  Legally  to  afford  these  artificers  (and  possibly  others  in 
the  future)  cheap  and  critical  assaying  facilities,  at.  least  till  private  en- 
terprise should  furnish  equally  reliable  opportunities,  that  law  was  passed. 
But  its  terms  are  very  guarded,  and  if  carefully  scrutinized,thoy  will  show 
not  only  that  the  law  was  not  intended  to  authorize  the  unparted  bar 
making  business  or  the  conduct  of  any  other  strictly  private  business  in 
the  mints  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they  really  do  not ;  because, 

First.  That  law  is  entirely  silent  respecting  the  melting,  cleansing, 
sampling  and  moulding  of  such  bullion,  on  which  the  chief  costs  of  the 
unparted  bar  business  depend  ;  in  fact,  physically  speaking,  those  processes 
in  reality  constitute  the  business.  And  if  it  had  been  intended  by  that 
law  to  authorize  the  issue  of  unparted  bars,  it  would  have  been  affirmative- 
ly worded  just  as  the  proposed  new  Mint  Code  does  word  it,  instead  of 
giving  an  obscure  indirection  of  authority  for  the  manufacture  of  anything 
out  of  bullion,  fro:n  "thimbles  on  through  the  list  of  heathen  gods  up  to 
the  Christian  idol  of  an  almighty  golden  bri(;k." 

But  as  no  such  business  was  intended  to  be  authorized,  and  as  no  ref- 
erence is  made  either  to  weighing,  melting  or  sampling  the  same,  the  fair 
implication  is,  that  by  the  phrase  "  bullion  not  intended  for  coinage" 
nothing  but  srtw^^^e.s  of  bullion  were  meant  to  be  underst)od,  which  of 
course  needed  no  melting,  cleansing,  moulding  or  sampling.  Very  small 
lots  [too  small — or  perhaps  too  base  or  brittle — to  be  received  for  coin- 
age) might  be  of  great  importance  as  samp'es,  designed  to  show  quality 
ov  fineness  of  larger  masses,  but  for  no  other  purpose  ;  and  because 

Second.  In  full  accordance  with  this  view  the  wording  of  the  law  is 
**  to  receive,  and  to  cause  to  be  assayed  bullion  not  intended  for  coinage." 
Out  of  all  the  many  processes  involved  in  the  unparted  bar  business,  only 
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one  is  named,  and  that  one  the  very  process  which  belongs  to  work  on 
samples — the  mere  assay  of  the  sample.     And  because  of 

Third.  The  entire  silence  of  the  law  as  to  stamping  weights,  finenesses 
and  values  into  or  upon  the  face  of  the  assayed  bullion,  without  which  an 
unparted  bullion  bar  would  be  less  merchantable  than  pig-iron  or  lead,  and 
because 

Fourth.  The  results  of  the  assay  were  authorized  to  be  issued  in  certi- 
ficates  instead  of  being  stamped  ;  and  because 

Fifth.  Those  certificates  themselves  are  totally  silent  respecting  the 
MAiv  Objkctive  Point  of  the  Unparted  Bar  Business,  viz :  YAL- 
UES  ;  and  are  to  show  simply  and  alone  the  FINENESS  as  the  result 
of  the  assay. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  present  a  clearer  case  of  implied  legally  limited 
intention,  by  a  mere  indirection  of  phraseology ;  and  it  would  be  quite 
permissable  here  to  rest  the  case  and  simply  claim  that  if  this  law  is  the 
only  authority  for  the  present  practice  of  the  Carson  Mint  it  has  none 
whatever. 

But  I  go  farther.  On  every  unparted  bar  issued  by  the  Carson  Mint, 
stamps  are  affixed,  denoting  weight  in  Troy  ounces,  gold  fineness,  silver 
fineness,  gold  value,  silver  value,  and  total  value,  (for  which  valuations 
moreover  there  is  no  authoritv  of  law),  and  I  urge  as  a  distinct  count  in 
the  indictment  of  unlawfulness  in  the  unparted  bar  business  by  the  Carson 
Mint,  that  the  affixing  of  these  stamps,  and  more  especially  of  the  value 
stamps,  is  without  authority  of  law  ;  and  if  I  did  not  wish  to  avoid  seem- 
ing to  charge  a  crime  I  would  prove  it  to  be  in  violation  of  law.  1  there- 
fore herein  simply  claim  it  to  be  unlawful,  and  its  only  excuse  to  be  the 
fact,  that  if  these  values  (on  the  assumed  basis  of  valuation  which  Com- 
mercial Assayers  arbitrarily  adopt)  were  not  affixed,  the  mint  bars  would 
be  useless  in  the  market.  From  this  excusatory  fact,  with  most  singular 
wilfulness,  the  Carson  Mint  officers  infer  that  they  have  a  better  than  law- 
ful authority  for  the  official  issuance  of  such  bars,  bearing  such  stamps, 
viz.  :  "  common-sense  !"  But  to  my  slower  mind  the  palpable  absence  of 
lawful  authority  for  affixing  such  stamps,  and  more  epsecially  the  value 
stamps,  is  proof  of  the  main  proposition  I  am  seeking  to  establish  very 
respectfully  before  you,  viz  :  that  there  is  no  legal  authority  whatever  for 
the  manufacture  and  issue  of  such  bars  at  all ;  for  to  me  "  common  sense" 
dictates  the  non-issuance  of  bars  which  are  useless  unless  unlawfully 
stamped . 

Although  we  have  been  informed  that  the  law  of  May  19,  1828,  is  the 
authority  in  law  for  the  issuance  of  these  bars,  so  deficient  for  the  purpose 
is  it,  that  I  have  searched  the  Statutes  for  such  authority  elsewhere.  The 
nearest  approach  to  it,  although  that  also  is  deficient  and  in  the  very  most 
vital  point,  is  the  Act  of  July  3,  1852,  which  established  the  Branch  Mint 
at  San  Francisco,  and  which  if  it  were  not  weak  where  it  should  be  strong: 
lO 


[Insert  the   following  at  the  end  of  paragraph  3,  of  page  28,  following 
the  word  "  ounce."] 

on  bullion  worth  $1.90  per  ounce.     That  is  the  ordinary  per  ounce   yield 
of  Ore  in  this  vicinity.    The  exception  is  elsewhere  stated. 


and  if  it  were  applicable  to  the  Carson  Mint,  woiild  afford  author ity"^il^   ^ 
for  its  doing  the  work  and  for  stamping  the  bars. 

In  drawing  your  attention  to  it,  I  remark  that  thei-e  no  such  unparted 
bars  for  issue  to  depositors  are  now  made,  although  such  bars  for  outdoor 
refining  or  parting  still  are,  and  as  will  soon  appear  legally. 

It  is  true  that  at  one  time  unparted  bars  were  made  there .  Moreover, 
to  allow  of  that  being  done  a  certain  illegal  construction  was  put  upon 
that  Act,  which  construction  by  its  terms  confessed  as  its  excuse  the  then 
lack  of  legitimate  parting  facilities  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  public. 
And  as  soon  as  the  parting  facilities  of  the  establishment  were  sufficiently 
enlarged,  or  as  soon  after  as  government  can  ever  be  got  to  move,  the 
issuance  of  unparted  bars  there  ceased. 

Moreover,  though  it  is  not  pertinent  to  this  discussion,  in  Wb 2^ractical 
bearings  it  is  so  vital,  that  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  thrusting  in  the 
remark,  that  the  charge  for  mauing  such  unparted  bars  as  were  for  a  short 
time  construed  to  be  lawful  there,  was  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  one  per 
cent.,  or  about  4%  cents  per  ounce,  while  the  present  charges  of  the  (Jar- 
son  Mint,  average  less  than  %  of  1  cent  per  ounce  ! 

But  that  both  you  and  Congress  may  conveniently  judge  directly  upon 
the  subject,  I  cite  the  wording  of  that  law  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  "  That  if  required  by  the  holder,  gold  in 
'•  grains  or  lumps  shall  be  refined,  assayed,  cast  into  bars  or  ingots,  and 
"  stamped  in  said  Branch  Mint  or  in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or 
"  any  of  its  Branches,  in  such  manner  as  may  indicate  the  value  and  fine- 
"  ness  of  the  bar  or  ingot ;  which  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  owner  or  holder 
"  of  said  bullion  at  such  rates  and  charges,  and  under  such  regulations 
"  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
"  Treasury  may  from  time  to  time  establish." 

That  this  law  cannot  be  held  to  be  applicable  to  the  silver  bars  issued 
by  the  Carson  Mint  is  evident  from  the  following  considerations  : 

First.  It  has  exclusive  reference  to  "  gold  in  grains  or  lumps,"  and 
not  to  silver  containing  gold  in  any  form  ;  unless,  therefore,  silver  bullion 
which  contains  even  a  small  proportion  of  gold  while  its  chief  weight  is 
silver,  can  be  termed  "  gold  in  grain  or  lumps,"  this  law  cannot  be  claimed 
to  authorize  the  issuance  and  stamping  of  simply  melted  crude  silver  bul- 
lion containing  unparted  gold.  But  it  is  so  plain  a  proposition  that  bul- 
lion to  be  "  gold"  must  contain  at  least  an  equal  weight  of  gold  with  silver, 
that  it  cannot  be  argued.  It  may  only  be  illustrated.  Bullion,  which  by 
weight  contains  94  per  cent,  of  silver  and  6  per  cent,  only  of  gold,  con- 
tains a  shade  more  in  gold  value  than  it  does  of  silver  value.  Yet  the 
eye  cannot  detect  even  the  presence  of  gold  in  such  a  silver  bar,  nor  does 
the  color  of  gold  distinctly  manifest  itself  when  alloyed  with  silver,  until 
the  weight  of  the  gold  is  about  equal  to  or  greater  thaji  the  silver  with 
which  it  is  alloyed. 
II 


so 

Now  such  is  not  the  character  of  the  balliou  at  present  being  cast  into 
imparted  bars  at  the  Carson  Mint.  It  coins  all  the  gold  it  can  get,  but 
manufactures  only  silver  into  bars.  The  weiglit  of  the  silver  in  such  bars 
is  from  six  to  twenty  times  as  great  as  the  weight  of  the  gold,  andtliey 
are  in  fact  what  they  are  universally  termed  *'  silver  bullion." 

Second.  The  law  under  consideration  specifically  enumerates  the  vari- 
ous minting  jjrocesses  which  such  gold  grains  or  lumps  must  undergo  be- 
fore being  issued  in  the  form  of  stamped  commercial  bars ;  and  among 
them  it  says   they  "  shall  be  refined."     What  then  is  "  refining?" 

Not  only  literally  but  technically  also  the  term  "  refining,"  as  applied  to 
bullion,  means  making  it  finer.  This  can  be  done  by  removing  base  met- 
als ;  that  is,  such  metals  as  will  oxidize  and  discolor  on  heating  to  red- 
nesss  in  the  air.  There  are  two  ordinary  processes  by  which  such  metals 
may  be  removed.  1st,  the  dry  or  fire  process  ;  and,  2d,  the  humid  or  acid 
process. 

The  Jire  process  of  refining  depends  for  its  nature  and  success  ujjon 
the  addition  to  the  molten  bullion  while  yet  in  the  crucible  and  fire,  of 
such  chemical  reagents  and  flux  solvents,  as,  without  wasting  the  silver 
a4wl  gold,  will  first  oxidize  (or  chloridize)  and  then  dissolve  (or  volatilize) 
the  base  metals,  which  of  course  takes  them  out  of  the  bullion  and 
makes  it  finer.  "  Toughening"  of  brittle  bullion  is  often  carried  on  by 
this  process  of  refining.  That  is  its  chief  use  in  any  mint  having  an  ade- 
quate bullion  fund.  Though  it  is  usually  only  a  partial  refining,  and  is 
always  gradual  and  costly  in  fuel,  if  carried  on  to  any  extent,  still  it  is 
strictly  a  process  of  refining.  Was  this  the  process  to  be  understood  by 
the  phrase  "  shall  be  refined  ?" 

The  answer  plainly  1=:,  No,  because — 

1.  The  California  "  gold  in  grain  or  lumps"  contained  no  such  metals  as 
coidd  be  removed  by  that  process  The  California  "  gold  in  grains  or  lumps," 
was  gold  alloyed  with  silver  only,  and  in  its  native  state  was  as  purely 
bullion  or  /"ree  from  base  metals,  as  the  fire  process  could  make  it.  Still 
it  was  not,  in  the  technical  sense,  "  refined  gold.'" 

2.  If  the  very  same  base  bullion  which  cmdd  be  refined  by  the  fire  pro- 
cess by  use  of  refining  fluxes,  should  be  melted  with  fluxes  not  chemically 
adapted  to  remove  base  metals,  entirely  or  in  part,  but  designed  only  to 
collect  unalloyed  iron,  sand,  and  other  dirt,  while  at  the  same  time  pre- 
venting a  refining  oxidation  (no  less  than  volatilization)  that  process  can 
properly  be  termed  no  other  than  a  fire  cleansing  process,  and  this  does 
not  meet  the  wording  of  the  law.  Yet  this  cleansing  proccess  is 
precisely  Xki^i  fire-process  \vhich  is  exclusively  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
imparted  bars;  and,  in  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  worse  than  unfortu- 
nate that  the  proposed  new  Mint  Code  (in  section  59)  should  have  in- 
troduced for  absurd  sanction  in  Mint  Law  a  merely  constructive  refining, 
defensible  (if  at  all)  only  as   a    temporary   necessary   expedient   at   the 
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California  Mint  so  long  as  its  parting  facilities  were  inadequate  to  the 
demands  of  the  public  for  the  coinage  of  bullion.  It  is  worse  than  use- 
less in  an  ostensibly  careful  revision  of  Mint  Laws, — which  in  effect  is  a 
codification  to  last  for  years — to  attempt  to  confound  and  confuse  two 
processes,  which  in  their  chemical  and  metalluff^ic  nature  and  in  all 
other  honest  technical  phraseology  throughout  the  world,  are  not  only 
totally  distinct,  but  absolutely  opjwsed  to  each  other.  The  measure 
looks  like  a  vain  arpos^  /ado  attempt  to  cover  conscious  present  ille- 
gality about  this  very  business.     It  be  should  stricken  out. 

Acid  Refining.  On  the  other  hand,  when  gold  and  silver  exist  to- 
gether in  bullion  (and  whether  with  or  without  more  or  less  of  baso 
metals)  and  when  after  necessary  preliminary  preparation  the  silver  is 
dissolved  away  and  so  separated  or  "  parted"  from  the  gold,  the  gold  be- 
comes/7ier  gold  than  before.  To  rjold,  therefore,  the  "  parting"  process 
is  a  "refining"  process.  'I'his  is  indeed  the  common  method  of  refin- 
ing gold;  so  much  so,  that  in  mint  phraseology  "refining"  is  the 
common  iet'mfor  parting,  and  the  legal  title  of  that  officer  of  the 
Mint  whose  business  it  is  to  ''  parV  the  silver  from  the  gold,  by  law  is 
designated,  not  as  the  "  Melter  and  Parter,"  but  the  '*  Melter  and  Re- 
finerP 

Legally  regarded,  therefore,  the  phrase  *' shall  be  refined",  must  be 
construed  to  mean  "  parted;"  and  that,  too,  even  if  the  personal  author 
of  the  California  Mint  Act  had  personally  meant  hy  the  phrase  to  indi- 
cate a  fire-cleansing  process,  and  no  other,  as  probably  he  did.  And 
the  reason  is,  the  law  when  passed  was  not  his  law,  but  his  bill  became 
a  law  of  Congress,  and  must  be  construed  not  in  accordance  with  his 
personal  views,  but  according  to  the  intent  of  the  law-making  body  as 
expressed  by  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  words  and  phrases  which  it 
employs,  which  in  this  case  is  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  their  tech- 
nical signification  also. 

But  if  there  could  still  be  a  d  oubt  about  it,  that  doubt  must  vanish  when 
we  consider  the  other  phraseology  of  the  law — It  reads  "  stamped  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  indicate  the  fineness  and  value  of  the  bar."  Uu- 
parted  California  gold  has  two  finenesses,  and  two  consequent  values, 
but  gold  refined  by  parting  has  only  one  fineness.  If  the  intent  of 
that  law  had  been  to  authorize  the  issuance  of  tinparted  bars,  then  its 
wording  about  quality  and  value  should  have  been  "  stamped  in  such  a 
"  manner  as  to  indicate  its  fineness-es  and  value-s."  But  the  singular  form 
of  both  words  is  used .  Hence  the  implication  fairly  is,  that  the  "  re- 
"  fined  bars"  required  to  be  issued  were  to  be  parted  bars  and  not  unparted 
bars,  and  hence  that  there  is  no  authonty  in  this  law  for  any  mint  either  to 
issue  or  stamp  even  unparted  gold  bars,  and  still  less  those  of  any  other 
description; and  consequently  that  every  bar  so  stamped  and  issued  by  the 
Carson  Mint  has  been  without  authority  in  law,  and  the  practice  should 
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be  immediately  stopped,  and  the  more  especially  as  it  will  be  seen  that 
even  if  Congress  had  ordained  any  such  law,  its  provisions  would  not 
conform  to 

THE    CONSTITUTIONAL    POWER    OF    CONGRESS    OVER 
THE   COINAGE. 

Section  8,  of  Article  1,  of  the  Constitation  confers  the  whole  powers  of 
Congress  respecting  coinage.  They  are,  "  To  coin  money  and  regulate 
the  value  thereof."  It  does  not  read,  "  To  ascertain  the  value  of  bullion, 
and  stamp  or  coin  the  same."  It  says  nothing  about  bullion.  It  does  not 
even  ordain  thfit  the  coined  money  of  Congress  shall  Z>e  bullion.  Much 
less  does  it  authorize  the  valuation  of  bullion,  or  the  ascertaining  of  any 
value.  It  is  not  an  ascertainment  of  value  which  is  spoken  of.  It  is  a, 
regulation  of  value;  and  the  thing  regulated,  is  not  the  value  of  bullion 
but  of  coined  money,  whether  coined  of  bullion  or  of  brass;  or  it  might 
be  of  iron,  copper,  tin,  bronze,  nickel,  silver,  platinum  or  gold.  The 
metal  coined  is  not  specified;  coined  metal  is  alone  implied  as  spoken  of. 

By  "  regulation "  of  the  value  of  coins  or  coined  money,  only  one 
thing  can  properly  be  understood,  and  i\i2it  m,  ih.Q  presanption  of  what 
weight  of  any  metal,  having  a  specific  chemical  composition,  shall,  when 
so  coined  as  to  meet  the  precautionary  designs  of  coining,  be  made  a 
legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  a  given  amount  of  indebtedness,  expressed 
in  dollars  and  cents.  It  is  not  a  simple  ascertainment  of  how  many 
dollars  or  cents  in  legally  regulated  coin  could  be  made  of  a  bar  of  cop- 
per, bronze,  nickel,  silrer  or  gold;  neither  is  it  a  declaration  oi  such  as- 
certained facts  by  means  of  punching  the  same  into  or  upon  the  face  of 
the  bar,  (with  or  without  a  guarantee  of  correctness)  so  that  dealers  in 
those  metals  could  conveniently  trade  in  them  (which  is  precisely  the 
business  of  a  Mercantile  metallurgic  chemist,  or  Assayer;)  but  it  is  a. 
"  regulation  "  by  law  of  the  quantity  of  any  metal,  having  a  prescribed 
quality,  which  coins  must  contain,  when  lawful  money,  and  it  is  nothing 
else. 

WHAT  COINING  IS. 

Literally  and  technically,  "to  coin,"  means  something  more  than 
simply  to  stamp.  It  means,  "to  stamp  with  a  die."  (See  Zell's  Ency- 
clopedia.) To  coin  money,  m  to  stamp  with  a  die,  having  certain  precau- 
tionary objects  in  view.  So  long  as  these  objects  are  kept  in  view,  the 
shape  of  the  coin  is  non-essential,  bnt  is  to  be  determined  more  by 
convenience  of  manufacture  and  use,  than  by  aught  else.  Those  precau- 
tionary objects  are: 

1.  To  make  it  difficult  to  counterfeit  the  coin. 

2.  To  make  it  impossible  to  remove  any  portion  of  the  metal  without 
+>he  fact  being  noticeable.,    This  requires  the  entire  surface  to  be  covered 
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by  impressions   from  the  dies  used,  as  is  the  case  with  coined  circular 
money. 

It  follows,  that  if  bars  of  any  legally  prescribed  quality  were  simply 
stamped  in  such  a  way  as  to  denote  their  values,  and  if  all  their  surfaces 
were,  in  addition,  completely  covered  by  proper  devices  stamped  on  with 
a  die,  they  would  be  coin;  and  all  they  would  then  lack,  in  order  to  be 
coined  money,  would  be,  their  being  ordained  by  Congress  to  be  a  legal 
tender  for  the  payment  of  debts.  Such  bars  Congress  undoubtedly  has 
the  power  to  coin  and  issue,  and  of  any  metal  it  may  see  fit;  but  not  bars 
of  any  other  description.  Moreover,  their  usefulness  and  economy  of 
manufacture,  as  compared  with  coined  circular  disks,  is  so  doubtful,  that, 
in  the  further  discussion  of  this  subject,  for  all  practical  purposes,  we  may 
in  speaking  of  ''  coin,"  exclude  such  possible  bars  from  view,  and  also 
confine  ourselves  to  the  two  metals,  which  equally  are  bullion,  viz:  Gold 
and  silver. 

"To  coin  money  "may  therefore  be  understood  to  mean,  "  to  stamp 
"  circular  flat  disks  of  gold  or  silver,  in  such  ajway,  that  they  will  then  be 
"  conformed  to  all  the  requirements  of  law  respecting  money,  and  may  be 
•'  used  as  a  legal  tender  money,  in  payment  of  debts,  in  accordance  with 
"  law." 

WHY  COINING  IMPLIES  REFINING. 

For  use  as  money,  the  value  of  coins  in  dollars  and  cents  must  be 
known  by  simply  counting  the  pieces,  or  adding  the  vahtes  of  each  coin. 
This  implies  a  uniformity  \-n.  yuXxxq,  ior  2i\\  pieces  of  the  same  name. 
Uniformity  of  value  implies  uniformity  in  weight  and  quality.  As  such 
uniformity  in  quality  does  not  exist  in  native  gold  and  silver,  and  as  those 
metals,  in  either  their  native  or  refined  state,  are  too  soft  for  conunon 
wear,  for  use  as  money  they  must  first  undergo  such  metallurgic  treatment 
as  will  render  them  both  uniform  in  quality,  and  harder  than  as  found  in 
nature.  This  metallurgic  treatment  involves  many  processes,  specified 
hereafter. 

ASSAYING  IMPLIED. 

Moreover  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  gold  and  silver  for  coinage, 
and  for  pi^eparation  for  coinage.  In  order  to  do  so  they  must  be 
valued  as  crude  bullion.  This  can  be  done  only  by  chemically  analyizing 
bullion,  or  by  assaying  the  same  for  silver  and  gold.  This  implies  cer- 
tain preparations  of  the  crude  bullion  for  this  purpose. 

As  all  these  processes  are  necessary  to  coinage,  by  constitutional 
implication.  Congress  has  power  to  authorize  any  or  all  of  them  to  be 
done  in  the  Mint,  and  equally  so  to  authorize  such  as  can  safely  and  log- 
ically and  with  public  advantage  be  done  elsewhere,  to  be  so  done,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part.    But  as  there  are  certain  processes  which  could  not 
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safely  or  logically  be  done  elsewhere,  these  processes  need  to  be  ordained 
as  the  exclusive  prerogative  of  Congress  or  the  Mint ;  and  it  will  be  use- 
ful to  specify  them  here,  because  they  bear  on  guarding  against  counter- 
feiting,  and  whatever  charges  may  be  ordained  {ov  other  Mint  processes, 
the  charges  for  these  should  not  be  made  much  greater  than  cost,  lest  (if 
gi'eat  enough,)  encouragement  be  given  to  a  surreptitious  and  counterfeit 
private  manufacture  of  standardized  coin,  worth  quite  as  much  or  nearly 
so,  as  that  issued  by  the  Government;  the  drift  of  which  would  be 
destructive  to  confidence  in  all  our  coinage. 

EXCLUSIVE  MINT  PROCESSES. 

These  processes  are, 

1.  The  assaying  of  presumed  standardized  bullion,  and  its  moulding 
while  molten  into  thin  narrow  ingots,  as  a  convenience  and  economy  for, 

2.  Rolling  and  drawing  the  same  to  the  requisite  thinness,  prepar- 
atory to 

3.  Punching  of  disks  or  planchets  from  the  rolled  strips  ;  itself  pre- 
paratory to 

4.  Their  adjustment,  by  filing,  to  the  legal  requirements  for  weight  of 
coin,  when  they  are  ready  for 

5.  Milling.  This  is  a  process  by  which  the  edges  of  the  coin  are 
made  so  thick,  that  ivear  must  first  tell  on  the  thickened  edge  and  not 
deface  the  coined  devices.     After  this  the  final  process  of 

6.  Stamping  between  dies,  or  coining,  converts  the  disks  or  plan- 
chets into  legal  money. 

It  is  obvious  that  if  either  of  these  processes  were  authorized  to  be 
done  outside  of  the  Mint,  an  opportunity  for  fraud  would  be  afforded 
which  would  be  destructive  to  confidence  in  the  National  coinage.  Such 
is  not  the  case  of  any  other  mint  process.  Should  Congress  see  fit  to 
send  others  out,  there  is  nothing  in  their  nature  to  forbid  it.  And  should 
Congress  deem  it  politic  to  relieve  itself  of  risk  and  encourage  any  pri- 
vate metallurgic  industry  which  would  have  for  its  object  the  preliminary 
preparation  of  standardized  bullion  by  imposing  greater  charges  for  doing 
the  same  work  within  the  Mint  than  private  competing  industry  outside 
of  the  Mint  would  do  it  for,  Congress  would  have  the  full  power  to 
ordain  such  rates,  or  even  to  divide  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  its  own 
preliminary  preparations  between  such  outside  metallurgists  ;  there  being 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  ante-standardizing  preparations  to  forbid  so 
doing. 
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LIMITATION  OF  CONGKESSIONAL    POWEES. 

Though  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  and  coin  money  may  be 
summed  up  in  a  single  sentence,  as  the  power,  by  duly  authorized 
agents,  to  do  all  things  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  coin  money 
or  to  obtain  the  materials  for  coinage,  they  are  and  can  be  nothing  more. 
And  furthermore,  though  Congress  can  constitutionally  authorize  the 
various  processes  involved  in  the  coinage  or  purchase  of  bullion,  and  cer- 
tain of  them  even  outside  of  the  Mint,  it  can  do  so,  only  when  they  form 
part  of  a  chain  of  procedures  designed  directly  to  culminate  in  the  coin- 
age of  money  by  the  United  States  ;  and  this,  simply  because  the  power  to  do 
the  various  processes  is  one  of  implieation,  and  therefore  strictly  dei-ivatire 
from  the  power  to  coin.  Consequently,  Congress  has  no  power  to  author- 
ize a  Mint  to  carry  on  any  one  of  the  many  involved  processes  of  Minting 
as  a  branch  of  business  indejyendent  of  coinage,  merely  because  it  has  the 
facilities  ;  and  we  have  already  seen  that  a  mere  stamping  of  assayed 
bars  cannot  be  construed  into  a  coinage  of  them. 

Had  Congress  the  constitutional  power  to  authorize  any  individual 
process  to  be  conducted  as  an  independent  business  within  the  Mint,  it 
might  help  the  earnings  of  the  Mint ;  or  it  might  tend  to  develope  the 
raining  industry  of  the  precious  metals ;  or  it  might  wreck  mercantile 
assayers  or  bullion  refiners  with  heavy  capital  invested;  or  it  might  be 
an  economy  to  silversmiths  and  jewelers  to  roll  and  cut  for  them  their 
ingots  cheaper  than  they  can  do  so  themselves ;  and  then  it  would  be- 
come a  question  of  governmental  benignity  and  of  sound  policy  whether 
to  do  such  things  at  all,  and  if  so,  on  what  terms  ;  but  nothing  can  be 
more  plain  than  that  these  questions  are  totally  impertinent  in  determin- 
ing whether  or  not  to  do  so  when  Congress  does  not  possess  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  go  into  the  mercantile  or  private  bullion  manufacturing  busi- 
ness at  all .  And  the  attempt  to  pervert  the  Mint  from  its  constitutional  func- 
tions, in  order  to  compass  either  one  or  all  of  those  points,  to  speak 
lightly,  is  an  error  which  can  be  condoned  only  upon  the  ground  of  mis- 
taken official  zeal,  which  zeal  is  far  more  pardonable  when  its  results  have 
proven  benefactions  rather  than  destructive,  or  destructive  to  one  pursuit 
in  order  to  benefit  another  or  to  make  business  for  the  Mint. 

STANDARD  BARS  ONLY  ISSUABLE  BY  A  MINT. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said,  that  after  bullion  has  been 
deposited  at  any  Mint  or  Assay  Office  of  the  United  States  for  valu- 
ation, it  can  constitutionally  be  authorized  to  be  issued  into  the 
hands  of  private  parties,  and  put  out  of  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment, only  as  coined  money,  whether  in  bars  or  disks,  no  matter 
how  frequently  it  may  i^reviously  change  hands,  or  be  responsibly 
transported  from  one  agency  of  the  Government  to  another,  and  no 
matter  where  the  owner  may  receive  his  pay  therefor  in  coined 
money. 
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PRELIMINAKY  MINTING  OPERATIONS. 

The  operations  of  a  Mint  wliicli  are  precedent  to  the  casting  of 
standardized  bullion  into  coinage  ingots,  are  enumerated  below. 
Relative  to  these  there  is  room  for  Congress  to  exercise  a  discretion 
as  to 

1.  Whei^e  they  shall  be  done;  whether  witJiin  the  Mint  or  out- 
side of  it;  whether  wholh/  so  or  partly  so. 

2.  In  pursuance  of  what  policy;  whether  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tect, or  discourage  and  destroy  large  investments  of  private  capital 
in  well-appointed  and  systematically  conducted  Mercantile  Assay 
Offices,  or  whether  such  encouragement  shall  be  confined  to  that 
other  branch  of  precious  metalhirgy,  the  Refinhtg  of  bullion;  or 
whether  the  proprietors  of  both  classes  of  such  establishments 
shall  in  effect  be  outlawed,  and  though  without  imprisonment  yet 
otherwise  treated  as  counterfeiters.  To  determine  this  will  bear 
also  upon 

3.  The  rates  of  charge  for  various  Mint  processes;  whether  all 
charges  in  the  Mint  shall  be  abolished;  whether,  if  not,  either  the 
assaying  or  the  refining,  or  the  coining  shall  be  done  at  Mint  costs 
or  at  outside  cost,  or  at  outside  cost  with  a  percentage  added,  or  at  a 
huge  profit. 

The  intended  policy  of  the  Government  relative  to  matters  of  this 
kind,  Congress  should  alone  decide;  the  x^lace  to  do  it  is  the  Mint 
laws;  the  time  is  just  now,  while  the  Code  is  pending,  and  it  should 
be  done  deliberately  and  squarely,  and  not  suffered  to  be  smuggled 
through  by  being  tacked  on  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session  as  a 
proviso  to  some  other  bill  merely.  But  certainly  no  Mint  Ofiicer 
should  be  allowed,  in  effect,  to  exercise  this  power,  which  constitu- 
tionally belongs  to  Congress  alone. 

The  following  are  the  preliminary  ojierations  of  American  minting, 
and  in  England,  (and  elsewhere,  to  some  extent,)  they  are  totally 
excluded  from  the  Mint : 

1.  Melting,  cleansing,  mixing,  sampling,  casting  (or  moulding) 
and  weighing  bullion.  These  steps  only  are  involved  in  the  physi- 
cal manufacture  of  unparted  bars,  and  when  assayed  and  stamped 
they  are  complete.  When  such  bars  are  made  to  be  purclmsed  by 
the  Government  without  first  passing  out  of  its  own  safe  custody 
or  control,  thoy  are  a  lawful  manufacture  of  unparted  bars,  because 
the  first  link  in  a  chain  which  will  result  in  coined  money.  But  the 
very  same  things  done  with  a  view  to  issuing  the  bars  to  private 
parties  would  be  unlawful;  because  so  doing  would  not  have  any 
definite  and  necessary  connection  with  the   coinage  of  the  bullion . 
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[Insert  the  followiiiir  as  a  new  paragraph,  after  paragraph  numbered 
3,  page  37.] 

4.  Alloying  with  copper,  so  that  to  every  nine  parts  oi pure  gold 
there  shall  be  one  part  of  alloy ;  and  of  that  alloy  no  more  than  one-te)ifh 
can  be  silver.  The  alloy  for  the  silver  coins  is  one  part  copjjer  for 
every  nine  of  pure  silver. 
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Yet,  their  commitment  to  Refiners  under  bond  would  have;  and  they 
could  therefore  lawfully  be  entrusted  to  Refiners  for  redelivery. 

The  mere  possibility  that  if  issued  to  a  private  party  it  might 
reach  a  Mint  of  the  United  States  would  not  justify  its  issue;  nor.  in 
view  of  the  facility  with  which  it  could  be  counterfeited  or  falsified 
in  value,  would  it  be  safe  to  receive  it  again  at  another  Mint,  after 
passing  from  Government  hands,  without  remelting  and  valuing  it 
afresh. 

The  guaranteed  issuance  of  unparted  bars,  added  to  their  manu- 
facture, constitutes  the  business  of  the  mercantile  assayer;  and  it  is 
totally  distinct  in  legal  nature  from  minting,  although  to  a  great  ex- 
tent physically  similar,  and  is  carried  on  by  the  use  of  precisely  the 
preliminary  furnaces,  machinery,  implements,  and  tools  of  a  mint; 
and  Congress  has  reason  to  know  that  Assay  Offices  cannot  be 
erected  without  large  investments  of  money,  nor  should  the  value  of 
such  private  institutions  be  destroyed  without  compensation  to  the 
parties  injured. 

2.  Assaying,  computing  the  values  of  bullion  bars,  and  purchas- 
ing the  same,  that  the  bullion  of  various  parties  need  not  be  kept 
distinct  from  each  other  while  undergoing  preparation  for  coinage, 
this  being  a  dictate  of  economy. 

3.  The  separation  or  parting  of  gold  and  silver  from  each  other 
and  from  all  other  metals,  except  occasionally  from  copper. 

The  remaining  American  Mint  processes,  have  been  already  enu- 
merated, and  their  intrinsic  nature  forbids  their  conduct  outside  the 
Mint,  or  at  high  rates  of  charge. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  patiently  to  show, 

1.  That  the  manufacture  of  unparted  bars  by  a  Mint  or  Assay  of 
the  United  States  is  quite  as  inadmissible  under  the  Constitution  as 
the  issuance  of  Ore-Assay  reports,  and  I  therefore  now  urgently  re- 
new my  request  that  you  will  instruct  such  minor  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  can  most  fittingly  do  so,  to  present  this 
matter  to  the  proper  Legislative  Committees,  to  secure  congressional 
abstinence  from  an  unconstitutional  authorization  of  such  work  by 
law. 

2.  That  there  is  no  present  authority  in  law  for  those  practices  at 
*he  Carson  Mint,  and  consequently  that  the  permission  granted  by 
the  Treasury  Department  should  be  withdrawn  without  delay,  and 
the  business  abolished;  and  should  this  be  done  a  smaller  estimate 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Mint  there  will  be  needful. 

And  in  conclusion  I  would  cite  this  most  extraordinary  state  of 

affairs  to  prove  how  urgent  a  need  there  is,  for  the  passage  of  the 

new  Mint  Bill,  embracing  the  amendments  which  we  propose  to 

Congress :  for  the  responsibility  for  the  erroneous  ruling  of  the 
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Treasury  Department  by  which  permission  to  commence  this  unlaw- 
ful business  was  obtained,  in  all  probability  originated  in  the  fact 
that  the  Director  of  the  Mint  is  not  now  located  in  Washington. 
.Consequently  the  appellate  powers  of  the  Treasury  Department  over 
Mint  matters,  practically  deprives  the  Director  of  the  functions  of 
headship  for  the  Mint,  to  confer  those  functions  upon  various  invisi- 
ble and  probably  busy  clerks  in  the  Department,  while  gentlemen 
of  the  character,  history,  learning  and  general  attainments  fitting 
them  to  honor  the  legal  post  and  Directorship  of  the  Mint,  are 
obliged  to  fathei^  the  inharmonious  and  sometimes  unlawful  deci- 
sions of  men  who  are  less  qualified.  The  passage  of  the  amended 
coinage  bill  would  cure  this  by  locating  the  Director  at  Washing- 
ton, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  restore  legality  as  well  as  harmony  and 
benignity  to  the  administration  of  the  Mint  and  all  its  dependencies. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Truly  Yours, 

CONRAD  WIEGAND, 

Formerly  Melter  and  Refiner,  and  later  Assayer  of 
The  U.  S.  Branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco. 
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CAfiSON  MINT  ERROES, 


ADDRESSED  TO 


HON.  H,  R.  LINDERMAN 

Formerly  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Mint, 

AND  LATER, 

SPECIAL  AGENT  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


BY  CONRAD  WIEfiAND, 

il 

Formerly  Melter  and  ^Refiner^  but  later  Assayer 

OF  1HB 

U.  S.  Branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco,  California. 


San  J^rancisco. 

WOMEN'S  CO-OPERATIVE  PRINT,  424  MONTGOMERY  STREET. 

1873. 


[Third  Analogy.— See  back  of  First  Title  Page.] 

There  were  present  some  that  told  him  of  the  Galileans  [Nevadans] 
whose  blood  Pilate  had  mingled  with  their  sacrifices. 

And  He  answering,  said,  ' '  Suppose  ye  that  these  Galileans  were 
"sinners  above  all  the  Galileans  because  they  suffered  such  things? 
"  Or  th':'se  SIXTEEN,  upon  whom  the  tower  of  Siloam  fell  and  slew 
"them,  think  ye  that  they  were  sinners  above  all  men  that  dwelt  in 
"  [Carson]  Jerusalem?  " 

I  tell  you  "Nay:  but  except  [they]  ye  repent  [they]  ye  shall  all 
likewise  perish." 


REVIEW 

OF 

Official  Misconceptions 

AT  THE  CARSON  BRANCH  MINT. 


Hon.  H.  E.  Linderman, 

Formerly  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Mint,  and 

Later  Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

My  Dear  Sik: 
Herewith  please  find  a  printed  copy  of 

1.  A  Protest  of  Assay ers  in  Nevada,  addressed  to  Congress 
against  certain  provisions  of  the  Knox  Coinage  bill,  and  a  Petition 
from  the  same  parties,  that,  with  specified  amendments,  that  bill  be 
promptly  passed,  together  with  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Carson  Mint. 

2.  An  appeal  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  expos- 
ing the  present  illegality  of  issuing  ore-assay  reports,  and  also 
unparted  silver  bars  at  the  Carson  Mint,  requesting  the  suspension 
of  the  same,  and  requesting  also  such  influence  as  the  Treasury 
Department  can  properly  afford,  to  secure  the  amendment  of  House 
bill  2934,  so  as  to  accord  with  our  views. 

This  second  document  I  was  instructed  to  prepare,  at  the  same 
time  I  was  authorized  to  address  this  letter  to  you  as  the  advisor  of 
Deputy  Comptroller  Knox  in  preparing  his  Coinage  bill,  no  less 
than  as  a  gentleman  extensively  acquainted  in  official  circles  in 
Washington  and  specially  fitted  to  weigh  all  matters  connected  with 
either  the  law  or  operations  of  the  Mint,  and  designed  to  subserve 
one  of  the  same  purposes  for  Congress  which  our  formal  appeal  to 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  "^Ireasury  was  meant  to,  viz.,  herein 
to  discuss  the  policy  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  administration  of 
the  Mint,  so  that  our  minting  polity  may  be  ordained  one  which 
will  reflect  honor  alike  upon  Congress  and  the  Mint  as  one  of  our 
National  establishments,  viewed  even  in  the  light  of  this  progressive 
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Apart  from  tlie  teiliousness  which  any  single  clocnment  would  nec- 
essarily possess,  if  made  both  as  full  as  this  discussion  requires 
and  as  studiously  decorous  as  a  direct  address  to  Congress  needs  to  be, 
it  is  believed  that  the  subdivision  of  the  full  discussion  into  three  parts, 
and  the  discussion  of  ttoo  of  them  he/ore  Congress  rather  than  to  our  Rep- 
resentatives, will  more  plainly  present  the  case  than  otherwise;  especi- 
ally if  one  part  of  the  discussion  shall  partake  somewhat  of  that  free- 
dom which  is  proper  alone  in  epistolary  communications  between  per- 
sonal acquaintances  and  friends.  By  this  key  I  beg  you  to  judge 
the  style  of  this  letter,  in  which  I  propose  discussing  some  of  the 
seeming  misconceptions  that  have  taken  possession  of  the  minds 
of  our  well-meaning  Carson  Mint  officers  and  which,  through 
their  urbanity  of  manners  no  less  than  through  their  personal 
force,  have  been  impressed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  upon  yourself 
personally,  upon  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  upon  our  delegation 
in  Congress  ;  and  not  unnaturally  through  all  these  combined  influ- 
ences upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also. 

Should  we  fail  in  this  way  to  effect  the  changes  of  law  which 
both  justice  and  the  Constitution  require  the  Government  to  make, 
the  only  defense  we  shall  then  have  left  will  be  to  institute  suits  for 
restraining  action  under  unconstitutional  legislation,  or  else  to  bring 
suit  for  actual  and  now  provable  damages  already  accrued  against 
those  officers  whose  unlawful  actions  have  caused  our  injuries.  For 
if  nowhere  else,  in  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  Government  at 
least,  we  will  find  that  protection  to  which,  equally  with  all  other 
American  citizens  we  are  entitled,  having  been  guilty  of  no  crime  by 
embarking  in  assaying,  while  the  Mint  officers  have  been  at  fault 
by  so  doing  without  authority  of  law. 

But  it  is  not  redress  we  seek.  It  is  the  simple  cure  of  a  wrong. 
But  when  citizens  who  have  been  grossly  wronged  so  far  subordi- 
nate natural  personal  feelings  to  the  wish  to  secure  for  all  time  and 
to  all  who  may  come  after,  that  justice  which  alone  can  be  attained 
through  organic  law,  I  submit  that  their  spirit  alone  wholly  independ- 
ent of  their  opinions,  is  one  which  entitles  both  them  and  their  views 
to  very  respectful  if  not  favorable  consideration;  and  this  is  as  yet  the 
attitude  of  the  assayers  of  Nevada  toward  those  officers  of  the 
Government  who  have  been  concerned  in  establishing  and  fostering  the 
illegal  practices  of  the  Carson  Mint  ;  and  I  trust  that  it  is  not  a  vain 
hope  upon  our  part,  that,  after  fully  pondering  our  views,  you  will 
undertake  for  the  sake  of  right  and  justice,  to  secure  such  helpful  mod- 
ifications of  the  pending  Coinage  Act  as  will  justly  entitle  you  to  our 
admiration  and  respect. 

Without  further  preface  allow  me,  in  discussing  the  errors  of  the 
Carson  Mint  officers,  to  point  out. 

First.     That  while  the  legal  responsibility  for  permitting  the  issu- 
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ance  of  unparted  silver  bars  at  the  Carson  Mint  can  rest  alone  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  the  moral  responsibility,  and  with  what- 
ever of  turpitude  pertains  to  the  destruction  of  our  business  so  as  to 
affect  Congress,  belongs  exclusively  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Car-* 
son  Mint. 

This  can  best  be  made  plain  by  simply  reciting  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  others  the  history  of  this  unfortunate  business. 

While  you  were  a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  (in 
1870,  I  think)  you  stopped  for  a  short  time  at  Carson  City.  In  that 
year  the  Carson  Mint  coinage  had  been  but  about  $130,000.  Its 
probable^  cost  to  the  United  States  Treasury  was  not  less  than  50 
cents  for  each  dollar  coined.  In  1871,  the  coinage  rose  to  $230,000, 
and  the  cost*  to  the  Government  probably  fell  to  30  cents  per  dollar 
coined.  As  the  multiplication  of  coinage  twenty  fold  need  not 
more  than  double  its  labor  expenses,  the  decrease  per  dollar  of  ex- 
penses is  less  an  index  of  economical  management  in  coining  than 
of  the  amount  coined.  Still,  if  Congress  should  see  that  every  dol- 
lar issued  cost  30  cents  or  even  20  or  10,  it  is  more  than  likely  the 
place  would  be  closed,  at  least  for  coinage  purposes.  This  fact  I  am 
compelled  to  believe  the  Carson  Mint  officers  no  less  than  their 
Philadelphia  Mint  and  other  friends  discerned.  It  became  jDalpable 
even  to  politicians,  that  either  the  mint  must  in  some  way  be  able 
to  make  a  better  •'  showing"  than  that  before  Congress,  or  else  the 
only  appropriation  it  could  hope  to  receive,  would  be  one  to  keep 
the  place  open  as  a  Governmental  Assay  Office. 

How  natural  then  for  its  officers  to  reason,  '*  If  our  mint  is  soon 
"to  be  forced  mio  being  a  mere  Assay  office,  it  is  better  for  us 
*'  practically  to  turn  it  into  one,  and  by  making  a  tremendous  show 
**  of  work  of  any  kind,  we  may  be  able  to  secure  large  enough  ap- 
"  propriations  to  run  the  Refining  and  Coinage  Departments  be- 
**  sides."  And  why  would  they  not  be  very  apt  mentally  to  argue, 
further,  "  Congress  will  not  look  too  critically.  It  is  chiefly  impor- 
"  tant  to  get  Congressmen  friendly,  and  then  make  some  such 
'*  show  of  big  business  as  would  afford  them  a  pretext  for  pressing 
'*  appropriations  for  our  support." 

But  how  to  make  that  showing  was  the  question  ?  And  here  a 
plot  began. 

Twenty  miles  away  from  Carson,  (at  Virginia  City)  a  number  of 

*  The  precise  data,  though  I  have  soughl  to  obtain  them  from  the  Carson  Mint  through 
Congressman  C.  W.  Kendall  (and  they  were  promised  him)  I  have  not  yet  received. 
I  should  explain,  however,  that  by  "costs,"  I  mean  the  excess  of  actual  costs  over 
and  above  the  charges  or  earnings  of  the  Mint;  though  three  fourths  of  the  Coinage 
charge  or  government  royalty  should  in  fairness  be  excluded  from  the  estimate  of  earn- 
ings, because  the  post-standardizing  or  true  coining  processes  of  the  Mint  do  not  cost 
one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  value,  although  that  is  the  present  "  Coinage"  charge. 
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Mercantile  and  Mining  Assay  Offices  were  in  successful  operation, 
manufacturing,  assaying  and  issuing  unparted  silver  bars.  "  Could 
"  not  this  work  be  got  away  from  them,  by  sufficiently  low  charges  ?" 
asked  Despondency. 

"  Undoubtedly  it  can,  now  that  the  railroad  to  Virginia  is  built," 
answered  Shrewdness. 

*'  When  got,  can  the  work  be  lawfully  done  ?"  asked  Doubt. 

"  If  the  Denver  Mint  can  issue  unparted  bars,  why  not  Carson, 
too?"  answered  Hope. 

Just  such  inconsequential  official  reasoning  as  that,  probably  is  all 
that  preceded  their  "  going  "  for  this  work.  They  saw  only  one  thing, 
that  they  were  rapidly  drifting  into  being  a  mere  Assay  Office,  and  when 
they  should  arrive  at  that  point,  "  surely,  they  could  make  just  such 
"  bars  as  the  Virginia  Mercantile  and  Mining  Assayers  were  issuing; 
'*  for  if  not,  what  could  an  Assay  Office  do  ?"  So  plead  Common- 
sense. 

With  this  strong  bias  in  mind,  what  more  natural,  on  glancing  at 
the  Mint  Laws,  \o  fancy  at  least,  that  they  saw  the  clearest  possible 
autiiority  for  the  work,  when  their  eyes  rested  on  the  following  words; 
"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  ^  ^  ^  the  Mint  to  receive  ^  ^  ^^  ^^*^  assay 
"  bullion  not  intended  for  coinage."  They  did  not  need  to  read  any 
farther.  They  did  not  care  to.  In  all  honesty,  they  probably 
pointed  out  to  you  these  words,  in  the  Act  of  May  19,  1828  and, 
urged  you,  as  Treasury  Agent,  to  present  the  matter  to  the  Director 
and  to  the  Department,  asking  leave  to  begin  the  business.  On 
their  request,  you  did  so.  But,  as  it  was  not  either  your  especial 
duty  to  raise  questions  of  law  for  the  Department  to  decide,  nor 
was  it  the  Director's  either,  in  all  probability,  the  unconsidered  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  Department  at  Washington.  Probably,  the 
Secretary's  necessary  personal  engrossment  in  larger  matters,  secured 
its  reference  to  some  busy  Clerk,  whose  plan  of  examining  the 
legality  of  the  business,  was  just  about  as  "  practical,"  or  "  common- 
sensical,"  (but  surely  not  methodically  logical,)  as  that  of  the  Carson 
Mint  Officers,  and  he  probably  recommended  leave  to  begin.  All 
I  know  positively  about  it  is,  that  the  Director  telegraphed  to  begin 
the  business,  and  to  charge  the  same  rates  as  charged  at  the  Denver 
Mint  for  unparted  bars. 

Precisely  here  it  was,  I  presume,  the  damage  to.  us  came  in. 
"  Denver  Bates "  might  mean  either  two  cents  per  ounce,  or  it 
might  mean  34  of  one  cent  per  ounce. 

If  the  gold  bullion  at  Denver  is  worth  $16.0G  per  ounce,  "%  of  one 
per  cent  would  be  two  cents  per  ounce.  But,  that  rate  would  have 
brought  no  work  to  the  Carson  Mint,  because  the  Virginia  Assayers 
were  working  for  about  one  and  one-half  cents  per  ounce.  If  K  of  one 
per  cent  should  be  applied  to  the  Virginia  City  bullion,  luhich  up  1o 
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that  time  had  been  produced,  (worth  ^1.80  per  ounce  by  average)  it 
wonld  be  less  than  %  of  one  cent  per  ounce.  That  u-oukl  bring  just 
about  all  the  work  in  the  country  to  the  Mint,  and  sink  Mercantile 
Assayers  out  of  sight;  but  at  the  same  time,  it  would  make  that  cov- 
eted magnificent  show  of  importance  for  the  Mint,  necessary  to  pre- 
vent its  degradation  by  Congress  into  an  Assay  Office. 

Unfortunately,  however,  so  very  low  a  rate  would  likewise  sink  so 
much  money  for  Congress  to  make  good,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
saddle  so  large  an  amount  on  the  coinage,  without  great  danger  of 
great  difficulty.  But,  as  even  double  ^/m  "  authorized"  rate  would 
just  as  eflfectually  secure  the  work,  and  leave  a  more  easily  "  explain- 
able "  loss  for  Congress  to  pay;  it  was  decided  by  the  Carson  Mint 
Officers  to  double  the  "  authorized"  rate  on  their  own  resijonsibility; 
which  they  did  by  opening  for  unjjarted  bars,  at  one-fourth  of  one 
per  cent,  our  rates  being  about  ^/^ree-fourths. 

As  this  merciless  raid  upon  our  business  was  ruinous,  we  very 
respectfully  protested  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'Treasury,  and  also 
addressed  a  printed  argument  against  it  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

We  did  not  then  call  in  question  the  legal  right  of  the  Mint  to 
issue  such  bars — we  feared  that  might  at  least  seem  disrespectful — 
nor  did  we  deem  it  necessary  to  do  so.  We  fully  believed,  that  if 
we  asked  no  more  than  that  the  Government  should  charge  its  A  CTUAL 
[not  falsely  estimated)  COSTS,  we  should  be  able  successfully  to 
compete;  for  it  is  not  only  true,  but  proverbially  so,  that  private 
parties  can  do  any  given  work  more  economically  than  any  Govern- 
ment Office  can. 

We,  therefore,  furnished  actually  and  carefully  ascertained  data 
for  fixing  the  charges  at  actual  cost,  using  for  this  purpose  the  j^ub- 
lished  record  of  work  and  costs  done  and  incurred  at  the  Savage 
Mining  Company's  Assay  Office,  where  such  work  had  been  con- 
ducted, not  only  with  an  eye  to  economy,  but  largely  also  with  a 
studious  regard  for  a  strained  appearance  of  economy,  without  which 
the  Assayer  would  have  lost  his  position. 

The  result  of  our  appeal  was  a  very  considerate  decision  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  establishing  new  rates  of  charge  for  the  Mint, 
which,  if  construed  in  accordance  with  traditional  Mint  usage  in  re- 
lation to  toleratable  laseness,  would  have  resulted  in  almost  precisely 
the  per  ounce  charge  which  we  petitioned  for;  and  while  it  would 
have  given  the  Mint  a  fair  show  for  a  large  amount  of  such  work,  it 
would  have  secured  to  us,  what  it  was  plainly  designed  to  do,  viz: 
sucli  a  prompt  and  fair  measure  of  protection  as  would  have  prevented 
our  utter  business  extinction.  Private  advices  from  the  east  showed 
us,  that  this  was  expected  to  be  the  practical  effect  of  the  new  Mint 
Charges. 
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Now  if  those  rates  were  not  to  be  changed  in  substance  and  effect  ^ 
it  would  have  been  far  better  that  they  should  have  retained  their 
original  simple  and  easily  figured/o?'w  oi  %  oil  per  cent. 

So  far  as  rates  of  charge  are  concerned,  this  recital /w%  exonerates 
alike  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  Director  of  the  Mint  from 
all  blame,  and  it  would  be  most  unjust  on  our  part,  as  Mercantile 
Assayers,  to  entertain  toward  those  superior  officers  any  other  than 
the  most  grateful  feelings;  but,  at  the  same  time,  their  conduct  pre- 
sents such  a  contrast  to  the  subsequent  actions  of  the  Carson  Mint 
ASSAYER  (not  Superintendent)  in  otherwise  construing  and  apply- 
ing those  charges,  that  it  is  not  surprising,  many  of  our  number 
entertain  towards  him  personally,  a  very  great  and  ineradicable 
bitterness  of  feeling. 

Moreover,  though  justly  deemed  a  most  unfortunate  state  of  personal 
feeling  toward  such  an  officer  of  such  an  institution,  yet,  by  most  of 
even  those  very  Mining  Trustees,  who,  as  fiduciary  agents,  felt 
obliged  to  accept  the  Mint's  low  rates,  when  personally  and  urgently 
solicited  by  friends  of  the  Carson  Mint  Officers  to  do  so,  it  was  only 
with  great  personal  reluctance  they  did  so,  because  they  deemed  the 
undertaking  to  be,  what  the  press  of  Virginia  (though  I  regret  to 
say,  very  roughly)  declared  to  be  true,  viz:  a  most  unjustifiable,  un- 
called for  and  useless  interference  by  the  Mint  with  the  legitimate 
private  pursuit  of  honorable  business  men.  And  while  they  re- 
gretted that  such  feelings  on  the  part  of  Mercantile  Assayers  and 
their  dependents  should  have  been  awakened  toward  the  Mint  As- 
sayer  they  both  felt  and  declared  them  to  be  most  natural. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  of  the  obligation  which  now  rests  upon  me 
truthfully  to  j^resent  the  case,  I  desire,  here,  for  myself  personally, 
to  say,  that  my  own  microscopically  peculiar  views  of  the  subject, 
both  enable  and  require  me  both  to  regret  and  criticize  his  action, 
but  without  that  approach  to  vindictiveness  and  malice,  which  bitter- 
ness of  feeling  implies  and  but  too  often  precedes.  For,  in  my  view, 
if  in  his  opinion  the  actual  costs  of  the  unparted  bar  business 
were  so  small,  that  his  conscientious  convictions  would  require 
him  so  to  construe  the  new  iMint  rates  as  to  defeat  the  intent  of 
the  Treasury  Department  in  establishing  them,  and  at  the  same  time, 
utterly  to  wreck  a  whole  protesting  private  industry,  he  would  have 
more  highly  honored  himself  to  have  resigned  his  miserably  paid 
post,  assigning  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  than  heroically  to  cling  to 
the  office  and  incur  the  odium  of  being  even  a  reluctant  headsman  to 
his  fellow  craftsmen,  forgetful  of  the  proverb  which  runs,  "Put 
yourself  in  his  place,"  so  powerfully  wrought  up  in  fiction  by 
Charles  Reade. 

But  in  mitigation,  it  should  be  said,  that  probably,  already  a  Mint 
political  game  of  Chess  had  been  entered  on,  in  which  the  Mint 
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Assayer  felt  himself  the  chief  player;  and  in  Min'.  Chess,  I  long  aog 
learned  that  mercy  no  more  can  he  thought  of  than  in  any  othei-  Chess. 
or  than  in  war.  Each  move  must  be  made  to  bear  upon  the  final 
word  of  the  game,  "  Checked-mate,"  or  earher  "  My  mate,  ceikck  ?  " 

As  in  Avatching  the  murderous  mancEuvres  of  butcherous  armies 
when  mailed  nations  clash  upon  the  battle-field,  the  merits  of  the 
questions  at  issue,  though  not  as  shadows  lost  sight  of,  nevertheless 
are  sunk  in  the  excitement  of  that  great  chess  game  of  nations, 
which  excitement  grows  out  of  irrepressible  admiration  for  general- 
ship and  strategic  skill,  even  when,  through  these  intangible  elements 
of  force  right  is  crushed  and  audacity  mounts  to  brief  imperiality, 
so  in  this  plot  and  game  of  the  Mint  Avitli  us  in  the  wilderness  of 
Nevada,  let  us  believe  it  was  the  excitement  of  tlie  player  rather 
than  the  inward  character  of  the  mfin  which  nerved  the  Mint  Assayer 
to  the  course  he  took;  nor  would  it  be  kind  to  withhold  from  him 
the  credit  which  is  justly  his  due  as  victor,  if  compelled  to  strijD  him 
of  almost  everything  else.  And  when  we  reflect  that  it  could  not  be 
for  himself  he  played,  but  the  stake  before  him  was  nothing  less 
than  the  bewildering  ho}ior  of  preventing  the  degradation  of  Car- 
son's beautiful  new-fledged  Mint  from  its  then  present  status  into 
that  of  simply  a  Government  Assay  Ofiice  (where  of  course  his 
office  would  be  as  secure  as  in  the  same  place  run  as  a  Mint)  it  is 
evident  we  must  accord  to  him,  and  to  him  alone,  a  species  of  honor 
as  victor,  for  he  alone  it  was  who  made  or  conld  make  the  final  move 
that  won  the  game;  as  will  now  appear. 

It  is  in  every  Mint  the  Assayer's  Official  duty  to  applt/  the  Mint 
tariff  of  charges.  In  his  hands,  therefore,  lay  the  power  of  two 
things — either,  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  execution  of  the 
evident  intent  of  the  treasury  Department,  through  which  his  fel- 
low craftsmen  no  less  than  he  could  have  earned  honorable  bread 
and  fed  their  families,  but  by  which  he  would  lose  the  game  for  Car- 
son; or,  on  the  other  hand,  by  simply  a  new  ^lint  constrnction  for 
"  baseness"  in  bullion,  he  could  at  once  sa}^  "  check,"  and  in  at 
most  three  Congressional  moves  say  *'  check-mate"  to  the  self- 
defensive  petition  of  his  fellow-craftsmen;  and  by  proceeding  at 
once  to  capture  their  other  only  remaining  minor  "  piece"  from  the 
board  (Ore- Assaying)  he  could,  militarily  and  mercilessly,  though 
without  malice,  tread  out  their  business  life  with  their  own  benig- 
nant Government's  heel;  that  thereby  an  unchallenged  and  mixed, 
or  *'  lumped  up"  statement  of  huge  work  done  might  afford  a  lobby- 
ist at  Washington  ( Col.  A.  Curry  is  a  good  one  ! )  the  means  of  mis- 
leading Directors  of  the  Mint,  Treasury  Agents,  Treasury  Clerks, 
and  Treasury  Comptrollers  as  well  as  Congressmen,  relative  to  the 
real  importance  and  precise  character  of  the  Carson  Mint,  blinding 
them  all,  not  by  "  dust,"  but  by  a  huge  array  of  ignobly  secured  and 
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unlawfully  manufactured  silver  "  bricks,"  and  perhaps  garnishing  the 
statement  with  brilliant  statistics  of  ore-assays  made,  every  one  of 
which  Congress  should  regard  as  a  drop  drawn  from  the  life-blood 
of  legitimate  Assayers  and  American  citizens,  now  languishing  in 
the  mountains  of  Nevada.  Let  Congress  count  those  drops  and 
kindly  tell  us  how  long  we  have  yet  to  live  ;  or  will  you  ? 

Human  sympathies  and  manly  magnificence  dictated  the  former 
move  in  the  play  and  the  loss  of  the  <iame;  and  believing  well  of  the 
Assayer  personally,  I  can  but  mourn  the  fact  that  his  excitement  in 
the  game  on  hand  should  so  far  have  overmastered  a  naturally  gen- 
erous and  noble  nature  as  to  cause  him  instead  to  move,  to  win.  But 
it  did.  He  won.  The  game  is  his.  He  so  construed  the  newly  or- 
dained charges  as  to  result  in  no  important  change  from  the  first  estab- 
lished rates  ! 

That  was  the  move  which  won  the  game,  and  a  game  moreover 
which  we  did  not  seek  to  enter  upon,  and  one  which  we  could  not 
avoid  accepting  when  instituted,  for  with  us  it  has  been  simple  self- 
defense.     But  the  game  was  won,  and  what  next  was  to  be  seen  ? 

For  the  Mint  Assayer,  through  its  Superintendent,  applause  in 
Carson,  and  extolment  by  the  local  papers  there  —  and  from  Phila- 
delphia in  the  Director's  annual  Keport  extolment  likewise,  and 
doubtless  honest  praise.  And  in  Washington,  legislation  sprung 
which  was  and  is  (unwittingly  for  Congress)  designed  to  legalize 
henceforth  an  infamy  as  damnable  in  hue  and  as  unwortoy  in  aim 
as  it  is  petty  in  its  proportions.  Moreover  one  House  has  passed  the 
bill.  But  as  I  believe  in  God  and  in  at  least  the  common  decency 
of  Congress,  and  as  I  have  unbounded  faith  in  a  few  of  its  leading 
minds,  and  if  better  acquainted  probably  I  should  have  in  more, 
I  believe  some  philosophic  and  just-minded  Senator — God  only 
knows  who, — and  who  in  Carson  was  supposed  to  be  nothing  but  a 
"pawn,"  finding  himself  in  that  regal  Senatorial  row,  will  yet  prove 
in  this  game  a  slaughtering  "  knight,"  or  anyhow,  to  drop  a  too  long 
protracted  figure,  an  honest  MAN,  and  worthy  to  have  been  a  Senator 
of  Rome  in  her  proudest  days,  and  he  will  stay  this  wrong,  gain  the 
admiration  of  this  State  and  win  the  gratitude  founded  in  respect  of 
all  our  now  wronged  number. 

But  having  thus  sought  to  exonerate  from  unmerited  censure 
those  whose  fault  it  is  not  by  confining  it  to  precisely  the  officer 
whose  fault  it  does  seem  to  be,  I  beg  you  to  bear  with  me  while  sug- 
gesting some  further  excusatory  considerations  even  in  his  case, 
especially  as  another  fault  of  his  which  I  shall  allude  to,  is  not  his 
alone,  but  I  fear  also  that  of  Superintendent  Rice,  and  possibly  of 
yourself  besides. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  explanation  just  offered  is  the  whole  truth. 
I  believe  that  probably  you  no  less  than  Superintendent  Rice  with 
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the  Carson  Mint  Assayer  have  assumed  several  mental  propositions 
which  are  not  tenable;  and  out  of  these  assumptions  a  sense  of 
pseudo-official  fidelity  has  arisen  which  has  made  you  all  deem  your- 
selves in  duty  bound  either  to  do  or  endure  what  you  have,  no  mat- 
ter who  should  be  hurt;  while  you  have  tried  to  persuade  us  and  your- 
selves that  true  American  manhood  on  our  part  instead  of  inciting 
us  to  sturdy  protest  or  to  suits,  should  bid  us  good-naturedly  gather 
up  our  broken  bones,  give  them  time  to  knit,  and  then  begin  life 
over  again,  grayheaded  or  bald  though  some  of  us  may  be,  in  some 
other  pursuit. 

Though  not  authorized  to  speak  on  this  point  for  all,  for  myself 
I  may  say  I  like  your  practical  humor,  and  acknowledge  the  implied 
compliment  to  American  manhood ;  but  nevertheless  before  acting 
on  your  suggestion,  I  must  call  in  question  some  of  your  assump- 
tions as  unsound;  and  by  way  of  repartee  would  inquire  whether 
the  virtue  of  enduranc3  would  not  have  graced  the  good  people  of 
Carson  as  much  as  us.  But  now  for  your  joint  error,  which,  owing 
to  its  importance,  let  us  regard  as  the  second  under  review  in  this 
letter.  It  is — th:i  substantial  admission  of  afahe  method  of  determin- 
ing Mint  Official  duty. 

Nothing  can  be  more  natural  in  this  era  of  marvelously  intensified 
life,  than  for  busy  men,  lacking  time  for  critical  thought,  to  take 
what  they  call  "common  sense"  views  of  all  things,  or  "practical" 
views;  nor  can  they  much  more  than  tolerate  a  more  patient  thinker, 
who,  if  he  thinks  his  thoughts  aloud,  is  very  apt  to  earn  for  himself 
the  appellation  of  a  "  theorist,"  a  "dreamer,"  or  an  "  unpractical" 
man.  Now  I  presume  it  has  been  some  such  "  common  sense" 
method  of  looking  at  Mint  matters  by  Carson  Mint  officers  which 
has  contributed  to  work  our  ruin. 

In  other  than  legal  matters  and  legally  created  institutions,  the 
"practical"  or."common  sense"  habit  of  mind  is  surely  a  good  one,  but 
in  all  things  legal,  to  be  tndij  practical  one  must  derive  his  oi^inions 
altogether  through,  or  at  least  in  accordance  with,  theoretically  cor- 
rect views,  alike  of  special  and  of  fundamental  law.  This  the  Car- 
son Mint  officers,  I  fear,  have  failed  to  do.  Instead  of  regarding  the 
Mints  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Carson  Mint  as  one  of  them,  to 
be  what  the  United  States  Courts  must  hold  them  to  be  in  the  event 
of  a  proper  suit  involving  the  ( -onstitutional  powers  of  Congress 
over  Coinage  and  the  Mint,  viz. :  that  the  Mints  are  institutions 
established  by  Congress  in  pursuance  of  definite  Constitutional  re- 
quirements and  empowered  to  act  solely  as  the  agencies  of  Congress 
for  the  coinage  of  money,  instead  of  this  " far-fetched"  or  "theo- 
retical," or  "  unpractical"  view,  the  Carson  Mint  officers,  and  I  fear 
others,  have  tacitly  assumed,  that  out  of  unlimiled  powers.  Congress 
in  pursuance  of  what  has  just  as  wildly  been  deemed  a i«ise  policy,  has 
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established  the  Carson  Mint  solely  to  encourage  the  mining  of  gold 
and  silver  in  this  vicinity,  by  affording  bullion  producers  a  choice 
between  the  costly  coinage  of  their  produce,  or  its  mere  valuation 
and  issuance  in  mercantile  bars,  at  lower  rates  than  mercantile  As- 
sayers  can  profitably  manufacture  them  for.  except  by  the  ton  per 
day,  and  lower,  too,  than  their  actual  cost  to  the  Mint. 

They  have  further  assumed  that  (.^ongress  regards  the  production 
of  crude  goldi  and  silver  as  so  much  more  important  (or  is  it  sacred?) 
a  pursuit  than  the  private  industry  of  Mercantile  Assaying,  which 
merely  manufactures  crude  bullion  into  merchantable  bars,  that  the 
latter  industry  may  be  completely  broken  up,  and  men  in  that  line 
ruined  in  order  to  secure  their  work  for  the  Mint,  that  it  may  grant 
a  practical  subsidy  to  the  mining  interest,  by  charging  less  than 
actual  cost  rates  for  work  done  ;  the  substantial  effect  of  which  is,  to 
create  heavy  bills  for  Congress  to  pay.  And  they  farther  seem  to 
believe,  that  Congress  both  desires  and  expects  such  an  administra- 
tion of  the  Mint  at  their  hands. 

When  they  began  the  unparted  bar  business  with  these  ' '  Com- 
monsense"  or  "  practical"  misconceptions  in  their  minds,  they  no 
more  doubted  that  their  low  rates  icould  drive  Mercantile  Assay ers 
out  of  business,  than  that  it  was  their  duty  if  possible  to  secure 
rates  which  would  have  that  efiect.  "  Being  lawful  (in  their  view) 
why  was  it  not  their  duty  ?  What  else  was  the  Mint  opened  for  if 
not  to  value  all  the  bullion  in  its  vicinity  ?"  Their  error  was  in  jore- 
suming  their  duties  were  what  they  ivished  them  to  be,  instead  of 
patiently  studying  the  laws  of  Congress  alike  in  spirit  and  letter 
for  official  enlightenment. 

If  this  judgment  is  a  sound  one,  so  common  is  it,  and  so  natural 
too,  that  I  very  respectfully  suggest  that  the  proper  remedies  are, 
public  criticism  and  private  official  instruction  ;  and  not  proscrip- 
tive  removals  to  make  places  for  mere  hungry  politicians  with  less 
of  either  character  or  care  for  the  common  weal,  and  with  no  greater 
stock  of  either  ability  or  amiability  than  our  present  urbane,  gen- 
tlemanly and  highly  qualified  Carson  Mint  officers  possess.  If,  as 
we  solicit,  the  ambiguities  of  the  law  are  removed  on  which  their 
"  practical"  judgments  fastened,  we  believe  our  present  Mint  Officers 
will  prove  just  as  efficient  in  the  exercise  of  clearly  defined  duties  as 
they  have  already  been  in  the  execution  of  imaginary  ones  ;  and  if 
we  can  overlook  their  defects,  surely  undamaged  place-hunters  should 
be  able  to  also. 

In  my  judgment  Western  Nevada  can  illy  spare  the  Mint,  and 
at  the  very  least  is  entitled  to  a  United  States  4ssay  Office,  but 
whose  functions  however  should  not  be  to  destroy  Mercantile  Assay- 
ers  at  a  cost  to  the  Government  or  even  at  a  profit,  but  by  its  simple 
presence  practically  to  foster  and  requlate  fheva.  in  such  a  manner  as 
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to  prevent  that  once  common,  wilful  undervaluation  of  bullion  in 
the  interest  of  bullion  dealers  which  amounts  to  a  robbery  of  the 
huWion  producer  (or  the  mine)  and  which  is  sure  to  be  one  of  the 
evil  results  of  destroying  competition  among  skillful  Assayers,  and 
is  no  less  likely  to  occur  in  the  Mint  should  a  monopoly  of  unrevised 
bar-assaying  be  permanently  established  there,  than  if  the  whole 
were  centered  elsewhere — indeed,  through  the  obliquities  of  politics 
wore  likely  to  result  in  that  way  than  in  any  other,  even  though  a 
consecutive  dozen  Assayers  as  skillful,  staunch  and  politic  as  the 
present  Assayer  in  Carson  has  shown  himself,  should  need  to  be  re- 
moved on  one  pretext  or  another  in  order  to  plant  in  so  vital  a  post 
for  wholesale  fraud  on  bullion-producers,  a  man  whose  errors  of  act 
and  "practicality"  of  view  instead  of  seeking  to  help  the  mines, 
would,  through  subservience  to  the  bullion-buying  interest,  defraud 
our  mills  and  mines  of  hundreds  of  thousands  or  in  time  of  millions. 
But  even  without  any  removal  of  the  present  Assayer,  if  the  Carson 
Mint  should  be  allowed  further  to  prosecute  this  business,  there  is  such  a 
strong  temptation  to  its  practical  minded  Assayer  to  UNDERVALUE 
the  bars  issued,  that  it  would  be  only  a  moral  miracle  which  could  /bretJer 
save  his  foul  from  perdition  by  yielding.  Milton  pictures  Satan  an 
archangel  once,  but  through  the  temptation  of  conscious  power  he  be- 
came— well,  no  matter  what — let  us  not  be  epithetic — he  yet  may  be  re- 
deemed !  But,  however  natural,  it  is  in  bad  taste  to  wander  into  demon- 
ology,  when  our  business  is  solely  with  the  Mint;  so  to  return, 

I  do  not  here  charge  the  Carson  Mint  Assayer  with  being  approached  by 
hriberry.  I  do  not  now  charge  any  one  with  having  tried  either  to  bribe, 
or  intimidate  or  morally  mesmerize  him,  I  do  not  charge  him  with  habits 
too  costly  to  be  paid  out  of  a  pitiably  and  disgracefully  mean  salary.  On 
the  contrary,  1  vouch  for  his  virtue  by  his  old  clothes.  I  do  not  charge 
him  with  lack  of  ability  to  ascertain  the  full  value  of  all  bullion  he  issues, 
or,  to  do  so  as  critically  as  any  living  man.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  even  hinting,  that  I  have  detected  such  undervaluations  of  his 
(Mint)  bars,  as,  in  the  stamps  of  a  Mercantile  Assayer  (if  habitual) 
would  shear  his  office  of  patronage  in  a  year  or  less.  I  charge  nothing 
and  I  hint  nothing;  but  I  DO  call  attention  to  the  following  most  impor- 
tant facts: 

1.  The  values  of  Mltit  bars  are  not  GUARANTEED  to  the  PRODU- 
CER to  be  worth  no  MORE  than  stamped,  as  bars  issued  by  Mercantile 
Assayers  must  be,  to  be  acceptable  to  their  patrons.  Consequently,  the 
07ily  point  which  through  interest  as  Mint  Assayer,  he  needs  to  guard,  is 
that  the  bars  are  stamped  so  low,  that  bullion  buyers  will  NEVER  lose, 
by  purchasing  them.  For,  if  they  should,  the  very  fact  that  they  can  have 
wo  pecuniary  redress  from  himself  personally,  from  the  Mint  itself,  or  from 
the  National  Treasury,  (all  of  which  is  in  contrast  with  the  guarantee  of 
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first-class  Mercatitlle  iS^ssajers,)  he  well  Knows,  would  incense  the  Banking 
interest  against  him,  and  secure  his  speedy  remoTal  from  office. 

2.  I  point  to  the  lact,  that  unlike  his  work  on  the  quality  of  coinage, 
there  is  and  can  be  no  governmental  check  or  r&vision  on  unparted  bars. 

This,  also,  is  in  contrast  with  the  work  of  Mercantile  Assayers,  who 
are  always  liable  to  two  such  checks. 

First.  That  of  Competitors  for  work,  whose  interest  it  is  to  detect  un- 
dervaluations of  all  bars  issued  by  every  Assay  Office,  Governmental, 
Mercantile  or  Private,  (those  of  Mining  Companties,)  and 

Second,  That  of  the  Mint,  to  which  doubting  owners  have  always 
hitherto  been  able  to  send  either  samples  or  the  bars  themselves  for  new 
assay  ;  and  whose  assays  Mercantile  Assayers  are  obliged  to  recognize  as 
determinative  even  when  demonstrably  false,  as  they  sometimes  are  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  at  least. 

And  when  we  reflect  that  a  single  %  thousandth  of  under  stamping 
in  the  Gold  Fineness,  will  cause  an  im(]ev-valuation  of  over  ^L5.00  on  a 
100  lb.  bar,  (the  common  weight  of  Mint  bars)  for  the  owner  of  bullion  to 
try  to  get  the  advantage  (?  !)  of  low  CHARGES  by  assaying  at  the  Mint 
while  so  great  a  hnsmess  p7^esumption  of  undervaluation  exists,  is  a  folly 
so  gross,  that  without  preferring  any  charges  I  own  I  marvel  at  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  this  shameful  Mint  scheme.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  say  more. 

It  is  proper  at  this  point  to  call  attention  to  a  prodigious  mining 
development  in  our  vicinity,  partly  to  prevent  mis-statements  in 
connection  with  it,  and  partly  to  show  that  if  we  could  have  known 
about  it  in  advance  we  would  not  have  been  obliged  to  protest  against 
Carson  Mint  rates.  We  could  have  accepted  them  and  have  worked 
under  them  profitably  upon  all  such  bullion  as  has  come  out  of  this 
new  discovery ;  although  the  Mint  with  all  its  expenses  cannot,  ex- 
cept at  a  loss.     The  reasons  are, 

1.  The  bullion  from  the  newly  discovered  ore-body  is  worth 
tvsice  as  much  per  ounce  as  that  formerly  produced  here,  because  it 
contains  more  gold.  The  charges  for  melting  1000  ounces  there- 
fore are  higher  though  the  costs  of  melting  and  assaying  are  no 
greater  than  on  bullion  worth  half  as  much  per  ounce. 

2.  The  amount  of  bullion  produced,  is  so  large  that  the  labor  and 
fuel  of  melting  are  both  economized. 

So  vast  is  this  deposit  or  ore-body,  that  it  extends  hundreds  of  feet  in 
length  into  two  now  great  mines,  both  of  which  had  long  been  unproduct- 
ive, viz.  the  Crown  Point  and  the  Belcher  Mines.  This  discovery  has 
been  made  since  the  Carson  Mint  has  begun  to  manufacture  imparted 
bars,  and  most  of  the  bullion  produced  by  these  mines  has  been  manu- 
factured and  assayed  at  the  Carson  Mint.     But  it  would  be  utterly  false 
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to  affirm,  and  qilite  as  deceptive  to  imply,  that  this  discovery  was  even 
remotely  caused  by  the  Carson  Mint's  low  rates  for  valuing  bullion.  It 
was  manufactured  into  bars,  and  assayed  there  simply  because  those 
mines,  having  no  assay-office  of  their  own,  of  course  took  their  work 
where  it  could  be  responsibly  done  most  cheaply ;  especially  as  the  ore 
was  milled  near  Carson.  The  Mint's  seeming  *  prosperity'  as  indicated 
by  the  amount  of  this  kind  of  work  done  is  therefore  only 
an  accidental  indication  of  our  mining  prosperity.  Those  mines  would 
have  been  no  less  productive  if  they  had  given  their  bullion  manufacture 
to  mercantile  assayers  or  had  assayed  it  themselves;  and  a  far  better  sim' 
pie  indel  of  our  mining  prosperity  is  the  table  of  shipments  published  by 
our  Express  Co.,  which  costs  nothing  whatever  to  read  in  the  daily  prints. 
The  two  great  facts  above  cited  conspiring,  have  gone  largely  to  di- 
minisk  the  actual  loss  to  the  Government  of  working  under  the  construed 
charges  of  the  Mint,  and  make  it  possible  for  us  to  compete  at  Mint  Rates 
vn  such  bullion,  if  We  can  gain  the  needful  quantity  to  economiae  fuel  and 
labor;  and  this  brings  me  to  speak  of, 

The  other  great  error  on  the  part  of  the  Carson  Mint  officers,  which  is  one 
whose  naturalness  is  so  great  and  yet  whose  consequences  are  so 
weighty,  that  I  feel  it  would  be  a  public  misfortune  if  either  you,  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  Congress  should 
share  it  with  them^I  therefore  distinctly  review  it.  It  is  one  of  those 
already  recited  damnable  dictates  of  '*  Common  Sense  "  (so  called)  which 
are  forever  keeping  the  world  in  misery  by  giving  naturally  good-hearted 
men  a  warrant  to  their  own  consciences  for  doing  whatever  their  own 
interests,  prides  or  commitments  impel  them  to,  even  when  so  doing 
must  mercilessly  wreck  others,  and  which  they  will  "  conscientiously  " 
persist  in,  provided  there  is  no  danger  of  prison  bars  before  them  for  so 
doing,  and  especially  when  there  is  good  ground  to  hope  for  applause  if 
they  "make  a  winning  of  it."  It  is— the  ASSUMPTION  that  merely 
•cheapening  the  cost  of  making  unparted  bars,  could  either  increase  the 
product  of  our  mines,  or  that  lower  than  private  competitive  charges 
could  otherwise  prove  a  general  benefit,  rather  than  a  practical  specific 
gi/i  to  some  individual  or  class,  wholly  undeserving  of  being  singled  out 
from  all  other  metallic  or  other  crude  producers  for  such  gratuity  or  favor. 

At  a  distance,  where  our  methods  of  obtaining  money  for  mining  pur- 
poses are  not  so  familiarly  known  as,  alas,  they  are  only  too  well  under- 
stood here,  such  a  lessening  of  charges  might  seem  a  benefit.  It  is 
more  than  likely  that  it  will  be  so  represented  to  you  and  to  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  and  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  where  a  vast  amount  of  rhetori- 
cal reference  has  been  made  to  our  '  brawny '  or  *  hardy  '  miners,  which 
plainly  shows  that  in  some  way  the  impression  has  been  created  in  Con- 
gress, that  like  placer  gold-raining  in  which  every  man  stakes  off  so 
many  square  feet,  and  works  his  claim  with  his  own  hands,  silver-mining 
is  also  carried  on  by  indviduals  or  business  firms  ;  that  the  *  miners' 
though  sunbrowned   and  poor,  are  proud  and  roughly  noble  ;  that  their 
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sole  dependence  for  bread  and  the  means  of  developing  their  mines  is 
what  their  claims  yield  ;  that  though  their  ventures  seldom  pay  at  first^ 
in  time  they  do  ;  that  if  in  the  midst  of  personal  privations  they  are  not 
siiccoi-ed  by  Government  from  tlie  misery  of  paying  for  what  they  buy.  or 
for  what  they  order  done,  or  at  least  partly  so  succored,  these  heroir 
noblemen  will  rise  in  wounded  majesty,  quit  work,  and  leave  the  Nation'4 
silver  where  Nature  put  it — in  the  mine,  and  allow  no  one  else  to  touch 
it.  And  though  it  would  not  do  for  any  individual  to  treat  them  as  out- 
door poor-house  paupers,  if  only  the  Government  will  so  flatter  and  com- 
pliment them,  while  they  gratefully  pocket  the  profiferf  d  pence,  they  will 
dutifully  resume  work  on  the  Nation's  silver  lodes,  and  when  they  have 
brought  bullion  to  the  light,  sell  it  and  pocket  its  undiminished  proceeds  ; 
and  the  implication  is,  that  s^(,ch  a  noble  band  of  romantic  and  heroic 
mountaineers  and  deep  del  vers  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  are  entitled  to 
the  Nation's  admiration  ;  and  when  they  do  "  strike  it  rich,"  such  a  mag- 
nificent result /w /^e  Naiion  (/)  imperatively  demands  that  even  the  valu- 
ation of  their  treasure  shall  be  largely  at  the  Nation's  cost ! ! 

Such  may  be  a  true  picture  of  silver  or  gold  quarts  mining  elsewhere, 
but  so  far  as  this  vicinity  is  concerned,  the  only  shred  of  truth  there  is  in 
it,  is,  that  when  a  strike  is  made  the  owners  of  the  mine  do  pocket  the 
proceeds  without  diminution  or  tax  from  the  Government ;  and  the  only 
general  good  which  its  production  does,  is  to  help  pay  the  balance  of 
trade  and  interest  against  America,  as  if  it  were  so  much  iron,  copper, 
salt,  grain  or  cotton  exported  ;  much  of  the  local  good  effect  of  the 
mines  being  done,  whether  bullion  is  produced  or  not,  by  the  maintenance 
and  honest  conduct  of  work.  The  rest  of  the  picture,  as  applied  to 
our  mines,  is  purely  imaginary  and  false. 

Without  exception  the  mining  industry  of  this  entire  region  is  carried 
on  by  mammoth  mining  and  milling  corporations,  which  hire  the  "  hardy 
brawny  miner,"  at  so  much  a  day  ;  and  in  no  pursuit  in  all  the  world  is 
tugging  toil  more  self-respectful  or  better  paid,  than  in  our  mines.  More- 
over, the  miners  who  work,  pay  for  all  they  ever- buy,  and  when  they  incur 
liabilities,  manfully  they  often  pay  for  a  great  deal  more  than  they  ever 
get ;  just  as  the  legally  constructive  or  imaginary  miners — trustees  and 
their  satelites — should  do  also,  and  for  the  most  part  are  willing  to.  But 
of  course  if  the  Government  offers  a  bounty,  their  "  common  sense  "  over- 
matches their  pride,  and  they  take  it. 

But,  I  have  patrons  in  business  who  DON'T,  and  who  count  their 
manhood  and  self-respect  more  precious  than  even  their  heavily  taxed 
pockets  !  They  are  true  Nevadans  and  mountaineers  !  Of  such  men,  in 
whatever  pursuit  found  or  wheresoever  born,  America  may  be  justly 
proud  ;  and  to  raise  such  a  "  crop  of  manhood,"  is  better  "  farming  "  than 
tor  the  Government  to  go  round  begging  men  themselves  to  become  beg- 
ging grabbers,  which  is  precisely  what  the  Carson  Mint  has  unwittingly 
been  doing,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  land. 

If  all  the  stocks  of  our  Mining  Companies  were  obliged  to  be  held  as 
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tonliniious  investments  by  capitalists,  and  if  all  assessments  on  stock  liad 
to  be  paid  by  the  same  parties  who  get  dividends,  then,  every  saving  of 
expense  to  the  Mining  Companies  wordd  be  a  kindness  to  mining  capital; 
but  no  such  hypothesis  or  bare  supposition  is  true  ;  and  if  it  were, 
on  what  ground  can  mining  capitalists  claim  economies  from  the 
National  Treasury,  unless  their  produce  is  so  genei'dl  an  advantage  to  the 
Nation,  as  to  offset  its  costs,  or  more  ?  But,  so  long  as  Congress  takes  no 
(effectual  steps  to  keep  our  gold  produce  at  home,  ultimately  to  cheapen 
coined  money  and  make  it  go  a-begging  for  safe  borrowers  on  low  rates, 
of  what  possible  general  benefit  is  the  production  of  gold  and  silver  to 
the  people  at  large  over  and  above  any  other  transportable  production  of 
the  soil  or  workshop  ?  And  why,  then,  should  mining  capitalists  receive 
the  people's  money,  or  any  other  benefits  than  those  which  honorable 
skill  in  competition  freely  affords  them  ?  Can  you  say  ?  Can  any  one  ? 
There  can  be  but  two  classes  of  mines;  those  that  are  profitable,  and 
those  that  are  not,  and  the  latter  is  the  larger  class.  Those  that  are 
profitable  have  bullion  in  large  amounts.  They  certainly  should  pay  com- 
petitive rates  to  learn  its  value,  or  else  assay  it  themselves.  Those  mines 
which  are  not  profitable  have  less  bullion,  but  at  any  time  are  Jiable  to 
produce  it  largely.  From  these  facts  it  is  plain,  that  those  who  most  need 
help,  under  the  Carson  Mint  rates  aod  management  now  get  least  of  it ; 
and  those  that  have  no  bullion  at  all,  but  mine  just  as  vigorously,  get  none» 
•Surely  such  a  policy  for  the  encoufagement  of  bullion  mining,  is  a  pitiable 
mistake  and  should  be  abandoned,  instead  of  being  sanctioned  by  law. 

It  is  a  question  whether  money  put  into  the  stocks  of  even  rich  mines 
is  a  legitimate  investment  under  the  prevailing  mining  and  milling  prac- 
tices'herc  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  stocks  of  non-productive  mines  can- 
'not  be  deemed  a  legitimate  investment  for  capital.  At  best  they  are  but 
spots  on  the  cards  of  mining  faro,  and  mining-stock  speculators  are  the 
gamblers.  These  stocks  are  bet  on  (nominally  bought  and  sold)  with 
sole  reference  to  their  '  turning  up'  on  the  winning  or  losing  pile  {their  rise 
and  fall  in  the  S.  F.  Stock  Board),  while  pending  assessments  are  mere 
incidents,  and  are  lost  sight  of  except  a  day  or  two  before  delinquency ; 
yet  by  theit  means  the  mines  are  worked,  for  they  are  always  paid- 
Many  of  these  mines  have  been  worked  for  years  by  such  assessments 
with  a  view  to  discovering  ore,  and  yet  have  never  struck  a  pound.  Still 
the  ivork  goes  on.  If  this  is  true  of  mines  from  which  no  ore  whatever  is 
taken,  how  utterly  absurd  then  is  it  to  claim  that  moderate  costs  for  the 
faithful  and  skillful  valuation  of  bulUon  from  even  unprofitable  mines  will 
stop  such  work  as  may  discover  valuable  and  profitable  ores  ;  or  that  the 
mere  lightening  of  these  charges  will  continue  such  work  !  l)o  not  be  de- 
<;eived.  To  cheapen  the  cost  of  bullion  valuation  below  the  point  whicu 
the  trade  law  of  Competition  will  secure,  is  not  a  real  stimulus  to  mining 
near  the  Carson  Mint,  is  not  a  genera/ aid  to  the  local  community  and  is  not 
a  special  benefit  to  the  Nation  at  large,  whose  Treasury  must  pay  all  the 
sinkings  of  all  the  Mints ;  but  it  is  a  gratuity  conferred  on  wealthy  mines 
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which  is  withheld  from  needy  ones,  and  results  in  the  destmction  of  that 
private,  useful  m*^tallurgic  industry  of  the  precious  metals, — Assaying — 
which  cannpt  constitutionally  be  carried  on  by  a  Mint,  but  which  fostered 
in  private  hands  may  be  practically  regulcUed  by  the  Mint,  to  the  very 
great  advantage  of  Mining. 

Mines  so  productive  as  to  pay  from  2  to  5  per  cent.  PER  MONTH 
upon  the  average  market  value  of  their  stock  shares,  should  pay  for  all 
the  benefits  they  receive,  and  at  least  those  rates  which  governmentally 
fostered  private  business  competition  will  always  make  duly  low.  It 
would  be  as  impertinent  for  the  government  to  proffer  to  "relieve  "  them, 
as  it  would  be  shameful  on  their  part  to  ask  for  or  accept  such  relief. 
And  as  there  is  no  cessation  of  work,  when  even  for  a  long  time  unpro- 
ductive mines  prove  unprofitable,  it  would  only  be  one  degree  less  shame- 
ful {ov  them  to  desire  such  relief;  consequently  neither  policy  nor  pro- 
priety demands  it  of  Congress. 

Instead  of  fostering,  aiding  or  stimulating  our  mining  industry,  the  Car- 
son Mint's  destructively  low  rates  for  its  unlawful  business  have  been: 

1.  To  give  to  wealthy  bullion  producers,  who  did  not  even  ask  it,  a 
practical  subsidy,  which  was  alike  needless,  useless,  impertinent  and  de- 
structive to  proper  American  manhood;  and  if  done  at  all,  should  have 
been  done  by  Congress  wittingly,  and  not  indirectly  and  constructively  by 
a  local  Mint  oflScer. 

2.  To  secure  a  very  large  amount  of  unlawful  business  for  the  Mint  at 
an  act2ial  loss  to  the  Government,  if  costs  are  computed  by  those  rules 
which  every  business  man  applies  to  th3  costs  of  his  own  business;  and 
which  large  business  has  been  cited  to  Congress  and  its  Committees  as 
proof  of  continued  use  and  need  for  the  Mint. 

3.  To  injure,  cripple,  ruin  and  banish  (as  if  counterfeiters  or  social 
pests,)  gentlemen  who  have  long  been  established  in  business  in  Virginia 
and  its  vicinity,  and  who,  in  point  of  either  extraction,  manhood,  char- 
acter, culture  or  native  ability,  will  suffer  only  a  trijie  by  comparison  with 
the  officers  of  even  the  Carson  Mint,  or  any  other. 

Furthermore  :  though  the  ostensible  aim  of  the  measure  was  to  increase 
the  bullion  product  of  this  region,  not  one  dollar  of  bullion  has  been  pro- 
duced he7'e,  which  would  not  have  been  extracted  had  the  Carson  Mint 
confined  itself  to  its  sole  legitimate  business  of  coinage;  and  the  '  taking ' 
notion,  that  unduly  low  rates  by  the  Government  for  manufacturing  and 
valuing  bullion  can  increase  the  bullion  product  of  the  vicinity,  or  in  any 
other  impartial  manner  benefit  the  community  or  nation  at  large,  is  one  of 
those  same  inconsiderate  and  false  impressions  afloat  among  so-called 
''  practical"  men,  which  are  becoming  altogether  too  common,  when  they 
are  not  grounded  in  sense,  and  by  far  too  numerous  to  comport  with  gen- 
uine American,  self-respectful  thrift;  and  if  the  utter  and  intolerable 
absurdity  of  that  notion  can  be  made  plain  in  no  other  way,  it  surely  can 
be  by  imagining  for  a  moment,  that  the  Government  should  apply  the 
same  method  of  encouraging  the  mining  industries  of  Iron,   Tin,  Copper 
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Zinc,  Nickel,  Platinum  or  other  money-metals,  which  the  Carson  Mint 
has  applied  to  Gold  and  Silver;  or,  by  imagining  the  same  principle  ex- 
tended yet  farther-,  so  as  to  encourage  all  crude  productions,  including 
Hemp,  Cotton,  Woolen,  Leather,  Silk,  Wheat,  Corn,  &c..  by  establishing 
national  factories,  foundries,  tanneries  and  other  workshops,  or  yards 
and  mills,  ordaining  the  charges  for  doing  work  in  them  a7  to  be  estimated 
cost  or  less :  and  whether,  as  a  benefit  to  all  crude  producei^s,  or  to  con- 
sumers of  clothing,  food  and  machinery.  And  if  the  principle  is  sound  for 
encouragement  of  one  crude  product,  why  is  it  not  sound  for  others  ?  Are 
not  clothing  and  food  as  important  and  as  generelly  med  as  bullion  ? 

It  needs  no  special  clear-sightedness  to  see  that  this  policy,  the  very 
moment  it  should  be  made  general^  would  wreck  completely  every  higher 
form  of  industry,  and  would  entail  upon  the  nation  at  large,  ./?<8^  such  a  ruin 
as  the  Carson  Mint  has  now  laid  upon  us,  thereby  creating  a  blackness 
of  bankruptcy  as  hopeless  as  it  would  be  universal. 

Then  why  is  it,  that  in  the  proposed  Coinage  Act.  the  Mints  and  Assay 
Offices  should  be  allowed  to  do  aught  else  than  coin,  ov  purchase  bullion 
therefor;  and  that  in  being  m  allowed,  the  rates  at  which  they  are  required 
to  carry  on  our  non-minting  business  shall  be  such  that  it  shall  be  sin- 
gled out  from  all  others  for  destruction  ?  It  should  not  be.  It  has  been 
proposed  under  misapprehension.  Reflection  will  discard  the  principle. 
Congress  will  no  longer  tolerate  the  wrong.  The  amendments  which  we 
have  proposed  to  the  new  Mint  Code  will  be  accepted  as  just,  and  in  pol- 
icy sound.  They  will  be  ordained,  and  through  them  equally  with  all 
othei'  loyal  Americans  and  good  citizens,  the  Assayers  not  alone  of  Ne- 
vada but  of  our  whole  common  country  will  be  able  to  point  with  confi- 
dence and  pride  to  their  Government  as  the  protection  of  all  for  all 
and  to  all,  and  to  all  equally.     And  all  honor  to  those  who  ORD  AIN  it. 

But  enough  for  misconceptions.  I  have  been  requested  to  suggest  to 
you  a  better  policy  than  that  pursued  by  the  Carson  Mint,  and  sanctioned 
in  the  unamended  Coinage  Bill.  It  is  true  that  our  proposed  amend- 
ments imply  a  better  policy,  but  it  may  be  worth  the  space  and  type 
otherwise  to  recite  it,  though  very  briefly. 

The  only  truly  harmonic  policy  for  developing  that  mining  industry  on 
whose  success  the  Assayer  of  bullion  and  ores  must  depend,  at  least  so  far 
as  the  Mint  Bureau,  can  he  made  mlnistrant  thereto,  requires  such  Mint 
and  Assay  Office  legislation  as  will  foster,  protect  and  encourage  numerous 
competing  mercantile  assay  offices,  conveniently  contiguous  to  each  group 
of  mines,  which  in  point  of  honesty  no  less  than  promptitude  will  regu- 
late each  other  by  competition  under  scrutiny,  and  which  the  Mints  will 
regulate  in  point  of  skill  and  habitual  fidelity  by  being  allowed  as  now, 
(under  the  law  of  1828)  to  act  as  blinded  umpnres  to  judge  between 
disputants  and  doubters. 

Necessarily  and  properly  the  charges  of  numerous  small  Offices  would 
be  larger  than  if  all  their  divided  business  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
mammoth  establishment,  either  Governmental  or  Mercantile,  for  the  labor 
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of  melting  and  assaying  can  be  ecouomizftd  in  no  other  ^vay  than  by  eitti^ 
working  on  large  amounts,  or  else  by  making  very  tardy  returns.  8tiU 
the  combined  aggregate  of  many  minor  advantages  which  can  be  secured 
only  by  working  under  the  very  eye  of  the  producer  of  bullion  when  he  is- 
mcXmQdi  personally  to  inspect,  makes  it  a  sounder  policy  alike  for  the  bul- 
lion producer  and  for  the  Government  also,  to  foster  a  system  of  distrib^ 
utlon  rather  than  of  centralization. 

And  thia  fact  the  experience  of  our  mines  is  proving.  When  bullion 
to  be  assayed  by  any  mine  exceeds  ^200,000  in  a  month,  and  is  likely  to 
for  a  considerdble*time,  it  pays  for  that  mine  to  do  its  own  assaying,  es^ 
pecially  as  it  has  absolute  control  over  the  time  in  which  its  work  can  be 
attended  to.  Those  two  great  mines  which  have  chiefly  contributed  to 
the  Mint's  huge  work  for  the  past  two  years,  after  having  tried  its  cheap 
and  mammoth  facilities,  find  it  so  much  better  at  what  they  will  know  to 
be  '  cost '  to  work  near  to  their  business  offices,  that  they  are  about  opening 
assay  offices  oftheir  own,  which  it  will  pay  them  to  run  till  their  produce  shall 
largely  decline.  And  if  then  Mercantile  Offices  are  conveniently  near  their 
places  of  business,  it  will  pay  them  best  to  suspend  their  own  assaying. 
But  Mercaitile  Assay  O^fijei  cannot  pa&sibly  long  live,  if  the  Mint,  by 
low  rates,  at  the  cost  of  the  nation,  is  suffered  to  divert  from  their  doors 
all  the  minor  paying  bullion  produced. 

To  complete,  by  way  of  off-hand  recommendation  to  you  a  harmonious 
scheme  of  policy  for  the  Mint,  (and  indirectly  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress)  it  is  only  needful  to  add  a  few  thoughts  :  2^n(\  first,  as  Oongress' 
ional  Mints  mu^t  have  an  exclusive  right  to  perform  certain  of  the  neces- 
sary ])rocesses  involved  in  coining  money  viz.  the  moulding  of  siandarized 
bullion  into  eoinage  ingots  and  all  subsequent  processes,  while  these  in- 
stituations  need  not  exclu^vely  attend  to  the  othm^  preparations  of  bullion 
for  coinage,  in  my  judgment,  with  the  qualification  that  it  be  done  only 
sj  far  as  it  can  be  safely.  Congress  should  relieve  the  public  Treasury 
of  both  the  costs  and  risks  of  all  those  preparations  for  coinage  which 
are  precedent  to  the  Government  Assay  of  standardized  bullion. 

This  can  be  done,  without  oppres^on  to  the  mining  interest,  and  with- 
out detriment  to  the  people  at  large,  by  protecting  and  encouraging  pri- 
vate capital  not  only  when  invested  in  Mercantile  Assay  Offices,  but  when 
invested  in  Refineries  and  Alloying  Works,  also;  but  it  should  be  pro- 
vided, that  such  encouragement  be  so  guarded  as  to  prevent  persenal  or 
political  favoritism  to  any  particular  establishment;  and  further  that  the 
Director,  the  Secretary  concurring,  should  establish  such  Regulations  as 
would  incite  to  honwable  private  competition,  and  stim-uiate  metallurgic 
invention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Director  should,  in  favoring  outside  metallurgic 
iodustries  be  careful  to  avoid  shearing  the  Mints  of  adequate  apparatus 
and  physical  facilities  for  the  complete  aud  full  preparation  of  all  their 
own  bullion,  with  a  view  to  guarding  against  *  cornering '  combinations' 
against  the  Government,  tliereby  also  guivrding  against  oppression  to  bul- 
Im  producers  by  undue  charges. 
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In  addition  to  furnishing  the  principal  Mints  and  the  New  York  Assay 
Office  with  ample  73%sica/ facilities  for  preparing  bullion  for  coinage, 
it  would  be  necessary  in  prosecuting  this  policy  also  to  maintain  within 
those  institutions  such  a  moderate  corps  of  skilled  workmen,  togetht  r 
with  a  full  complement  of  non-political  officers  at  all  our  Mints,  and  with 
just  so  much  work  retained  for  them  to  do  as  at  moderately  protective 
rates  to  private  industry,  would  cause  them  to  pay  their  expenses  while 
maintaining  their  skill.  That  would  place  the  Government,  tljrough  its 
Mints,  in  a  position  alike  of  safety  and  dignity,  and  such  as  would  be 
both  wisely  and  becomingly  benign  on  the  part  of  History's  Great  Repub- 
lic of  the  People,  whose  domain  already  colossal  is  yet  destintd  to  a 
Continental  American  growth. 

The  very  first  step  toward  encouraging  private  capital  now  invested 
in  the  preliminary  preparation  of  bullion  for  coinage,  would  be  to  institute 
a  charge  for  assaying  crude  coinage  bullion.  So  doing  would  incite  bul- 
lion owners  to  take  their  assaying  to  Refineries.  The  check  against  them 
undervaluing  bullion  which  they  expected  to  buy  would  be,  their 
liabilUy  to  be  cal'ed  on  for  their  assay  samples  to  be  verified  elsewhere. 

When  unparted  bars  have  been  issued  from  our  Mints,  a  charge  has 
been  imposed,  and  properly  ;  but  for  precisely  the  same  work  for  coinaga 
(at  the  very  same  cos/,  too,)  no  charge  has  ever  been  imposed.  The 
only  excuse  for  this  is,  that  the  Coinage  charge  has  itself  been  larp.c. 
But  in  the  pending  Coinage  Act  that  is  almost  abolished.  If  coin«g3 
assaying  has  hitherto  been  presumed  to  have  been  paid  for  indirectly^ 
the  reduction  of  the  Coinage  charge  should  be  accompanied  with  a  speci- 
fied direct  charge  for  such  assaying  itself.  This  is  provided  for  in  our 
proposed  amendments  to  the  pending  bill.  Should  this  assaying  charge 
be  mafe  (/w/y  protective  to  Mercantile  Assaying,  it  would  be  altogether 
admissible  in  principle  to  ordain  even  as  low  a  charge  as  two  cents  per 
standard  ounce  for  the  Coinage  charge,  or  about  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

The  question  of  whether  there  should  or  should  not  be  a  Coinage  charge 
has  been  raised.  Though  at  first  sight  the  interests  of  mercantile  assay- 
ers  would  prompt  us  to  wish  that  there  should  be  such  a  charge,  and  that 
it  should  be  large,  while  the  interests  of  bullion  refiners  prompt  them  to 
wish  there  should  be  none  at  all,  or  else  that  it  should  be  nominal,  we 
trust  that  both  mercantile  assayers  and  private  refiners  are  prepared  to 
lift  above  practical  subsidy  cravings,  and  be  content  under  simply  ^'ms^ 
protection  by  Congress  to  gain  that  share  of  benefit  from  Congressional 
action  which  will  accrue  to  them  equally  with  all  other  American  citizens 
from  simply  such  legislation  on  this  point  as  will  prove  the  greatesr  honor 
no  less  than  benefit  to  the  Nation  at  large.  And  as  there  are  Mint  proces- 
ses which  are  of  necessity  exclusively  Mint  processes,  (and  therefore  cost 
rates  charged  for  them  could  work  no  ill  to  any  private  pursuit,  while  high 
rates  would  tend  to  counterfeiting)  and  as  coined  bullion  is  worth  as  much 
more  than  uncoined  bullion  to  those  who  produce  it  as  it  is  to  any  one 
else,  in  my  view  the  mere  necessary  costs  of  those  few  final  processes  of 
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coinage  which  succeed  the  standardizing  of  the  bullion  should  be  charged 
to  all  Mint  depositors  of  gold,  especially  as  it  need  not  exceed  three  cents 
per  ounce,  or  about  one-sixth  of  one  per  cent.  The  present  Mint  charge 
for  gold  coinage,  exclusive  of  other  charges  for  other  matters,  is  over 
nine  cents  per  ounce :  one  third  of  that  amount  or  three  cents  per  ounce 
would  be  a  practical  abolition  of  it,  yet  without  doing  violence  to  the 
principle  involved  of  requiring  every  one  to  pay  the  true  value  of  benefits 
sought.  I  have  touched  upon  this  in  order  to  submit  to  you  and  indirect- 
ly to  Congress  a  statement  which  shall  not  only  comprise  all  the  proper 
charges  of  the  Mint,  but  also  bring  to  view  their  underlying pW/jn^/es  of 
policy.  And  these  views  you  will  readily  see,  favor  reasonable  protection 
to  all  legitimate  metallurgic  private  industries  and  investments  of  capital, 
discourage  «7/ev7i7<;w«^e  investments  and  counterfeiting,  furnish  the  people 
at  large  with  cheaply  coined  money  (when  the  laws  of  trade  affected  by  the 
adjustments  of  import  tariffs  by  Congress,  allow  bullion  to  remain  within 
the  country,)  and  tend  to  relieve  the  National  Treasury,  (but  only  to  that 
extent  which  is  wisely  possible,)  of  the  risks  and  costs  of  such  branches 
of  preparing  bullion  for  coinage  as  may  legitimately  be  performed  by  pri- 
vate capital  and  metallurgic  science,  invention  and  skill.  At  the  same 
time,  by  the  simple  appointment  as  Director  of  the  Mint  under  the  new 
law  of  a  practical  Mint  expert  who  is  more  a  philosophic  statesman  than 
a  poor  politician,  the  Mints  and  Assay  Offices  of  the  United  States  would 
benefit  the  Nation  at  large  no  less  than  the  local  communities  where 
planted,  by  practically  regulating  instead  of  destroying  the  operations  of 
mercantile  assayers  and  bullion  refiners,  who  in  their  turn  would  afford 
the  bullion  mills  and  mines  at  their  very  doors,  all  the  facilities  they 
might  need  and  be  willing  to  pay  a  fair  price  for. 

In  concluding  this  review,  permit  me  to  express  my  satisfaction  at 
finding  there  is  at  length  in  the  new  Mint  Bill  a  practical  recognition  of 
tliat  principle  for  which  I  once  so  strenuously  strove,  viz.:  that  the 
operative  officers  of  the  Mint  sliould  have  a  pjractical  control  over  the 
actions  and  manners  of  those  under  their  theoretical  control,  and  for 
whose  acts  the  officers  themselves  are  responsible ;  for  which  reason,  in 
addition  to  others  named,  when  so  amended  as  we  have  already  urgedi 
for  one  I  feel  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  public  consequence  that  the 
Amended  Mint  Code  should  pass ;  and  that  the  Mint  and  Assay  Offices 
of  the  Nation  redeemed  from  the  dominion  of  politics  and  the  devil,  be 
now  permanently  established  and  solely  maintained  as  the  Coining  Houses 
and  scentiBc  sentry  posts  of  America,  in  which  simple  fidelity  to  plainly- 
prescribed  duty,  correctness  in  private  life  and  official  courteousness  of 
demeanor  will  secure  safety  and  peace  to  all  employed. 
Yery  Respectfully, 

Yours  Truly, 

CONRAD  WIEGAND, 

Virginia  City, 
.   :     ■  Nev. 
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